
0:963 imemwim Ow ”rm

0:333 :OBmm

3:5 am an <32? x” wmmxwo

 



w

_
4
-
;
4
-
.
4
_
;

Going Back Home

Two fellow-undergraduates of Merton

College, Oxford, in the 19305 meet

again in the picture—Mr. Airey Neave,

MP. for North Berkshire, and Group

Captain Cheshire.

They are seen at the G.C.’s former home,

Grey Walls, Cothill, near Abingdon,

which was built in 1929 by his father.

It is now the home of Mr. and Mrs.

George Whittaker. The occasion was a

garden party to launch an appeal for a

new Cheshire Home in North Berkshire.

Mr. Neave, who is the President of

this Home-in-embryo, was the host at

the official dinner given to the delegates

of the International Conference at the

House of Commons in July.

Photo: Oxford Mail.
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The Cheshire Homes care for the incur-

ably sick or permanently disabled—those

for whom hospitals can do nothing

further. They are run as homes, and offer

the affection and freedom of ordinary

family life, the residents being encoun

aged to take whatever part they can in

the day-to-day running of the house.

Disabled people are admitted according

to need, irrespective of race, creed or

social status. The average number of

residents when the Homes are com-

pletely established is 30.

The Management of each Home is vested

in a Committee chosen to be as repre-

sentative as possible of the local com-

munity. The Cheshire Foundation Homes

for the Sick (a registered charity) is the

Central Trust, and has ultimate respon-

sibility for all the Homes. it owns all the

property, and acts as guarantor to the

public that the individual Homes are

properly managed in conformity with the

general aims of the Foundation, Similar

charitable Trusts have been established

to control the Homes overseas.

Cheshire Smile is edited and managed by

disabled residents at Le Court. Contribu-

tions to the magazine are invited from all

readers. Opinions put forward in indi-

vidual articles do not necessarily re-

present the official view of the Cheshire

Foundation. It is our aim, however, to

encourage free expression of ideas.

Publication dates fall roughly in the

middle of March, June and September,

but in early December.

if you would like to ensure that you

receive Cheshire Smile regularly, we

should be glad to put your name on our

mailing list. A subscription form is on

the back page.

Deadline for Next Issue

All contributions, including photos, draw-

ings, etc. for the March 1970 issue must

be received here at Le Court by 21st

January at the latest.

Cheshire511er
The Quarterly Magazine of the Cheshire Homes

Vol. 15 No. 4 Winter 1969/70 one shilling and Sixpence

Hon. Editor: Frank Spath
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A Foundation Feature

by our Chairman,

Lord Justice Edmund Davies

Sir Edmund Davies

  

During the past few months, the Trustees have been discussing their role as

members of the Committee of Management of what is now a large organisation

with over 50 Homes and close on 1,500 residents, as well as the necessary staff to

provide the care and attention they require. We have been looking at our method

of dealing with these responsibilities, just as any organisation must if it expands

as we have in the last 10 years. it needs to be geared to the expansion. Not being

a business, we did not call in consultants, but have thrashed out a re-organisation

of our own which, we have great hopes, will meet our requirement for some time

to come.

Mr. T. H, Peace has been appointed Managing Trustee, in succession to Lord

Sinclair. He will chair a strengthened Finance Sub-Committee, and will have

increased powers and responsibilities. The advice of specialists in legal, financial,

public relations and social welfare will, when required, be sought by the

Committee from those who have offered their services in an honorary capacity.

In consequence, Trustees' meetings will be held less frequently, thus giving

individual members more time to visit the Homes in their particular area. A few

Homes at the moment do not have a Trustee responsible for them, and this

position is to be rectified.

At the Trustees' meeting at the end of July last, Mr. Emmett, the Foundation's

Hon. Treasurer, was in the gratifying position of being able to produce the

Consolidated Balance Sheet for the year ending 3rd September 1968. Our thanks

are due to the individual Treasurers of the Homes for getting their audited accounts

to Market Mews in record time. The Report and Accounts will be circulated before

this issue of the 'Smile', but I nevertheless want to draw your particular attention

to the following stirring extract from the Trustees' Report, as it makes important

reading for so many—alike for Management Committee members, Residents and

Staff in the Homes, Support Groups and Friends:

'From a financial standpoint, this has again been a year of progress. The inevitable

increase in the cost of providing for the residents and of maintaining our Homes

has thrown an additional and heavy burden on those responsible for raising funds

and they have responded magnificently, The receipts from donations and legacies

have exceeded those for the previous year, which is remarkable at a time of

general financial stringency, while the sums raised by the Homes by way of special

efforts has more than doubled. We can only express our deepest gratitude to all

those who have worked so hard in the Homes, in the Support Groups and at

Headquarters to produce such wonderful results.

We may also feel greatly encouraged by this renewed evidence that the work the

Foundation is trying to do draws such generous support from all our friends up and

down the country. In this connection, we should like to call the special attention of

all those who contribute to our funds, to our low administration costs. These have

again been held at no more than 7% and, as our costs under this heading include

all our outlay on publicity, this is a remarkably low figure which reflects the

stringent economy practised throughout our organisation.’

Before we can turn around, Christmas will be here and I know what that means

in the way of preparation in the Homes! May it prove a happy time for all of you

and herald in a bright and prosperous New Year. God Bless all of us.

91W“; Aw!
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Mim today. Photo: Neville Thomas

 
  

You’ve only got to look at the picture below to see that Mim is an attractive girl. She

is an S.E.N. working in the new East Wing, Le Court, since the autumn of 1968, and

has become a popular member of the staff of the Home. She is very happy now, but

it wasn't always so. And Mim feels that she would like to tell her story because it

might encourage others who have been through what she has. It might also, she

hopes, help to show what a Cheshire Home can do for a girl like her. '

Mim (that's short for Miriam) Laishley was born in 1939. She knows what 1939

means to so many people—the beginning of World War ll. To her, though, it was the

beginning of a different kind of war—a war that resulted in mental wounds much

more than physical wounds. l

You see, Mim and her sister Margaret (naturally known as Maggie), eighteen months

younger, had the misfortune to have parents who didn't get on together. They split

up when Mim was just two years old. For a short while, the two little girls were left

in the hands of grandparents. This was in London in 1941, and because of the blitz 9

they soon sent the girls down to a war nursery at Lyme Regis in Dorset. Mim hardly

remembers anything about all this—which is not surprising at that age, is it?

At the end of the war, having reached the age when they had to leave the children’s

nursery, the two girls were moved to a Church of England Children's Society Home

recently opened at Roehampton, London. And there they stayed for the next thirteen

years. i

From all accounts, it seems to have been a good home as such homes go. Still, it 1

was an institution, and even at that age Mim remembers feeling that life there was ‘

lacking in something. We can well believe that the experiences she went through

must have bitten well into the subconscious depths of her mind and left deep scars.

Christmas Eve in 1950 was on a Sunday, and millions of people must have read ’The

People' over their breakfast that morning. In the centre pages, they would have found

a touching Christmas feature, which began 'If the shade of Charles Dickens is

hovering around this Christmas Eve I am quite sure that the picture I show you is

bringing a smile of pure joy to his ghostly lips.’

The picture was the one we reproduce on the opposite page of Mim and her sister ‘

decorating the tree, while the other children in the home peek in to find out just what

is going on in preparation for Christmas Day festivities. '. . . there is the Christmas

scene as it should be,’ continued the paper, 'a happy family of children. A gaily laden

tree. Toys. Laughter . . .

'lf Charles Dickens were alive today I think he might well write another Christmas

Carol or another Oliver Twist about these children. For they are the successors to

the unhappy little children that he—champion as he was of the spirit of Christmas—-

fought for with a generous and powerful pen.

'There would be no Scrooges, no hardhearted workhouse masters, no little boys

asking for more. But there would be a good many stories of foolish, ignorant or

unfortunate men and women, parents, who did not meet their responsibilities to the

little ones they had brought into the world.’

The story in 'The People' went on to tell of how the two little girls, with the other 14

children in the home, lived a full family life. 'They go to school with the other boys

and girls in the district, play with them, go out to tea with them, ask them back home

in return.’

Yet, said the writer of the story, all the time there is the background of tragedy. We

have already mentioned how Mim felt that something was missing—real family ties

and affections. There were many other things. ‘Take the occasion when Mim and

Maggie went for a holiday with their grandmother. She took them for a bus ride.

During the journey, a woman got on, taking a seat behind the children. As the

bus drove on, she sobbed loud enough for them to hear. And with all the curiosity of

children they turned round to look. They asked their grandmother in high clear voices

why the lady was crying.

'The children hadn't seen the startled look the woman—their mother—had given

them, and the sign she had made to their grandmother not to be recognised. But she

could not control her tears. Can you imagine that story in the hands of Charles

Dickens?’
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A Cheshire Home Christmas

Story

by our special interviewer,

Angus Auchterarder.

This is the picture that appeared in

’The People'. We were unable to obtain

a print of the photo, but the newspaper

library were kind enough to photo-

graph the actual page from the paper

in their files. Of course, it’s a fuzzy

photograph, but we felt readers would

like to see it. The arrow points to a

boy who was also featured in the

newspaper article.
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Well, Mim remained at the children's home until the age of 18; sister Maggie had

gone to a foster family two years before. The first job for Mim was at Bentall's store

in Kingston, in south-west London. She was now grown up, and from the children's

home she moved to a Y.W.C.A. hostel in Surbiton. It wasn't long before she gained

quite a reputation there for being a very good influence with the other girls. 'I don't

know about that,‘ she says now. ‘Having been brought up to stick to the rules, I just

stuck to them.‘

She was facing adult society on her own for the first time. 'That did bother me,‘ she

admits. 'It didn't worry me that my parents had abandoned me, but what did

was, for instance, I hardly knew the meaning of the word "love", and how you could

show it, say, to a child.’ Even though she says that being abandoned didn't worry

her at that time, it must have played on her mind. For she also remembers a certain

sense of inferiority, how she dwelt on the fancy that she must appear different to

anybody brought up in an ordinary family. Such fears were very real to her at the

time. But time, as always, heals things. When she had lived for years with lots of

people and no one treated her any differently from all the others, she was able to

work through the fears and overcome them.

Next, Mim went to stay with her grandmother for a time at Petersfield in Hampshire.

She found two or three local jobs, one at Timothy Whites.  



 

But the move after that was a much more traumatic one. By this time, she had got to ,

know her mother, and began to see more and more of her. For some 18 months, she

lived with them—her mother, step-father and two step-sisters. In the end it didn't

work out; jealousy, the wrecker of so many human arrangements, succeeded in

wrecking this one. But she doesn’t regret going there. She says, 'It was something

I had to learn.'

It certainly helped her on the road to maturity. She now started to look round to find

something more useful to do in life, instead of just working at boring jobs in shops I

and offices and factories. She found herself thinking she would like to pay back all

the goodness she had received in life. She started training as a nursery nurse in :

Tunbridge Wells. Although she went through the training and became a first class

assistant nursery nurse, she didn't remain long enough to sit for and win a Certificate.

Her mind had already moved on. She had decided to take up nursing proper.

She wanted to be an S.R.N., and her first choice of hospital was St. Mary's,

Portsmouth. But she failed to pass the entrance test. Joining the training school at

Priors Dean, the chronic sick and post-polio wing, she eventually passed out as a

fully-fledged State Enrolled Nurse. In the next two years she moved from Bognor

Regis Chest Hospital to Queen Alexandra's, Portsmouth, and then to Queen Mary's,

Roehampton.

Hearing about the new wing at Le Court, and liking the idea of renewing contacts

she had made at Priors Dean, she took the job that she still holds at the first

Cheshire Home.

Mim enjoys her life and work at Le Court today. She is doing a very worthwhile job,

and that's been one of her main desires for many years. ’Knowing you're needed

gives you such a great sense of satisfaction.’ What is more, she appreciates the

happy family atmosphere in the Home, and wants to do all she can to help forward

the development of Le Court and the Cheshire Homes generally. Despite all the

adversity, she feels she has received a tremendous amount in life. She is now

extremely anxious to give in return, and repay what she calls her debt.

It all makes quite a story for Christmas, doesn't it .7
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A round-up of topical items about

interesting people, and places of

note, by the Roving Reporter.

Grey Walls, Cothill, near Abingdon,

Berks, built by the Group Captain's

father, Dr. G. C. Cheshire, in 1929, was

the home of the Cheshire family for

many years. It's present owner is Mr.

Whittaker, and he let our North Berk-

shire Steering Committee hold a garden

party there in August. During the even-

ing, many paintings by the Secretary

of the Committee, Mrs, Susan

Carruthers, were auctioned, and brought

in a goodly sum. Mr. Airey Neave, M.P.,

the President of the North Berks project,

had been a fellow student with the G.C.

at Oxford in the 1930’s but in his speech

he refrained from telling the many guests

of the happenings at the University

during that period.

 

Brigadier Booth is the Chairman of

Ardeen, the Home at Shillelagh, County

Wicklow. I met him on a recent visit to

Ireland, It reminded me of how delegates

to one of our Annual Conferences a

few years ago were impressed by his

forthright statement on the selection and

training of Irish girls for the Cheshire

Foundation Service Corps.

 

Gordonstoun Charity Run. The story of

the run from York to London appears

elsewhere in this issue. I personally

met the boys at the Chiltern Cheshire

Home. They told me that one of the

most enjoyable aspects of this particular

run was the calling in at Cheshire Homes

en route, and meeting and talking with

the residents—who are of course the

object of their efforts. At the Gerrards

Cross Home I also met Michael Seymour

who related how much he had once

enjoyed going on holiday to St. Bridgets

from a geriatric ward, and in

consequence had bombarded many

people in and around Amersham for

years to start a Cheshire Home in that

area. A surprise there for me was seeing

Miss Lovat again, Sister-in-Charge at

Ampthill some years ago.

 

Staunton Harold—one of our historic

mansions—has been beautifully restored

and decorated in recent months. During

a fleeting visit, I was so interested in

the building I had little time to meet the

residents. However, I spoke for a few

minutes with Harry Houghton, who is

currently running the new monthly

Foundation Newsletter.

When going round the Homes one is

continually pleased and surprised to

encounter unexpected but familiar faces.

At Staunton, I found Miss Mavis van

der Geijn, Matron of Springwood House,

Liverpool. She was at Staunton when it

started as a Cheshire Home, and was

able to describe something of what it

 

was like before its present restored

splendour.

Ampthill Park House—another one of

our Homes with a history—has also had

a face-lift over the past year. The

Committee, together with the Rev, and

Mrs. Barton, have made great improve-

ments both to the amenities and comfort

as well as to the decoration of the

house.

 

The World Congress of the International

Society for the Rehabilitation of the

Disabled—a three-yearly event—was

held in Dublin last September, and the

Group Captain, Dr. Agerholm, Frank

Spath and I represented the Foundation.

The Editor will be giving his impressions

of the Congress in the next issue of

Cheshire Smile.

Some delegates to the Cheshire Founda-

tion International Conference also

attended the Congress in Dublin. There

was Mr. and Mrs. Nicholson of

Saskatoon, Canada, and Dr. Collymore

from Trinidad; there was Mrs. Huet, the

Chairman of the Barrett Cheshire Home

in Dublin, where Frank Spath stayed

during that week. We also met a doctor

from Bombay who knows the Cheshire

Home there, and an American doctor

from Dehra Dun. Many people from far-

away places were very pleased to meet

Frank, having corresponded with him,

as Editor of the Smile, over many years.

Professor Tim Nugent of Illinois, who

probably more than any other person

initiated the Accessibility to Buildings

for the Disabled programme, told us how

he always uses the magazine in his

lectures at the Illinois State University.

The last |.S.R.D. Congress in 1966 was

held in Germany, at Wiesbaden, and

Louis Battye represented the Cheshire

Foundation on that occasion. He must

have made a great impression. for in

Dublin many people asked after him,

and wished us to convey their regards

to Louis on our return to England.

 

No. 5 Market Mews has received letters

from Homes and Committees all over the

world thanking the UK. Trustees and

UK. Homes for the wonderful hospitality

given to the delegates at the Inter-

national Conference last July. The

7  
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delegates have reported to their

Committees on the proceedings, and

they are all very enthusiastic to try to

do what they can to raise interest,

and enlarge the work overseas.

 

Mrs. Mary Peters will be remembered

by many delegates as the very efficient

International Conference Secretary. She

is continuing to help at our Overseas

Office in London, assisting Mrs. Bell who

is in charge of 5 Market Mews.

 

 

The Group Captain is to make a tour

1? of France and Belgium in November. In

Brussels, one of the places at which

he will talk and show films on the work

1 of the Foundation is the Belgo-British

 

 

Sarawak Cheshire Home at Kuching is

to be opened by the Governor of

Sarawak on 1st November.

 

Service Corps Overseas. The first Ser-

vice Corps girl to go overseas, Miss

Kathleen Brown, arrived at the

Bethlehem Home for Children during

August, where she will work as

Assistant to Mrs. Rita Wikner, the

Administrator. in her letters to Miss

Croisdale, Kathleen indicates that she

has settled happily into the new environ.

ment, although she finds the climate a

little warm.

 

Mrs. May Cutler is back from Sierra

Leone, and those who know her will be

Asmara getting the Rehabilitation Centre ,

started. Miss Pru Molesworth St. Aubyn,

the voluntary fund-raiser for the

Marrakech Home, who spends two

months a year helping out there, was

married in September in Cornwall, but

is not relinquishing all her ties with the

Moroccan Home. The Overseas Office

send her and her husband good wishes ,

for their future happiness.

 

Vistors to No. 5 Market Mews have

included: Lady Bromley, wife of the

British Ambassador in Ethiopia, who has

done a tremendous amount to help the

Home in Addis Ababa; Sir Louis

Mbanefo, Chairman of the Nigerian Trust;

Col. Nigel Watson and Capt. Andrew

l: Union. glad to hear she is enjoying a rest and Duncan, both of whom help tremend-

a change of scenery in England for a ously in the work overseas.

i New Home in South-West Asia. The while. Miss Denise Tabernacle is still in 
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Yes, it’s a good idea to exchange information

about things made in the Homes.

Christmas

Fare by Post

We’ve been asked to find out what your

workrooms produce, what you find attracts

people most.

Jacksons of Piccadilly will be pleased to send

their Christmas Fare and Hamper Catalogue

upon request. Also standing orders for ou r famous

teas and speciality foods are promptly dealt with.

Come to Jacksonsfor a friendly personal service.

Some Homes are very keen to learn

of new ideas for handicrafts.

Please send details of your most popular

and interesting lines to the Smile, and we

Jacksons of Piccadilly shall publish a selection of these.

172 Piccadilly London W1 Tel 01 -493 1033
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International Conference
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The Cheshire Foundation International Conference, 1969 was held on 4th/ 5th July at the

Imperial College of Science and Technology, London. Here are revised versions of the main

speeches, and reports of the discussions.

Dr G C Cheshire

The Group Captain’s father spoke first:

The direction given to me by the Chair-

man was that I should make the opening

remarks at this exciting Conference,

though as usual the direction was

wrapped up in the soothing and euphe-

mistic formula that only two or three

words were necessary. This, indeed,

came to me as a surprise, since for a

long time now I have revelled in the

confident belief that old age has pre-

vented such a thing ever happening to

me again. But that, of course, was

foolish. It is to forget the awful warning

of Socrates—at least, I think it was he,

although it might have been the Duke

of Wellington—at any rate, the warning

that you never know what is going to

hit you next. And, sure enough, it has

happened again.

Yet this is one of the rare occasions in

my life on which the order to stand up

and speak has brought me pleasure and

a sense of honour, not palpitation, for it

is so easy to know what to say. Just

this: that we are gathered here today

from many different parts of the world

to bear witness and to pay tribute to a

miracle—the only authentic one that has

ever come my way.

To cast one's mind back 21 years and to

recall the old Le Court which housed

the first family home, and one which

was so impoverished and weakly that

its expectation of life was generally esti-

mated to be six months at the outside,

and then to contemplate the sturdy

vibrant tribe into which the original

family has developed—well, if that does

not represent a miracle, there is no

meaning in the word at all.

Chairman’s Introduction

Lord Justice Edmund Davies began his

introduction by declaring it a great privi-

lege to be charged with the delightful

task of saying 'Welcome' to all those

who had gathered together from so many

widely-scattered areas on this unique

occasion. The Trustees, he said, delight

in seeing you all here. But those dele-

gates who live in this country will, I

10

know, want to join me in extending a

special welcome to overseas delegates,

and to all residents, since for you (in

different ways) the physical task of

attending this Conference has doubtless

been formidable.

We hope that all delegates, whether you

come from far or near, will find your

But this gathering has not come together

merely to admire and rejoice. Nothing in

this world can stand still. Whether it be

a family, a business, or an institution, it

must either go forward or imperceptibly

wither away. So the task of this Con—

ference is to take thought for the

future, and to ensure as far as possible

that the Foundation becomes even more

firmly established, and more fitted in a

changing society to meet the needs of

the people whom it serves. I hope that

your individual contributions to the de-

bates will be penetrating and construc-

tive, sagacious and brief, that is to say,

concisely stated, and since the greatest

of these virtues is brevity, I will set a

good example by here and now handing

over to our Chairman, who himself has

brought to a fine art the ability to ex-

press much wisdom in the fewest pos—

sible words.

journey worthwhile. This Conference is

a momentous event, as the first gather-

ing-together of people who, though com—

ing from such widely separated places,

have yet so much in common.

The timing is important. The traditional

point of time at which man is supposed

to have acquired a deepened sense of



responsibility is the age of 21, and that

happens to be the age of the Cheshire

Foundation this year. in one sense, it

might be said that we are gathered here

today largely by accident, but it would

be truer to say that God's Providence

lies behind it all. Comforting an old

fellow dying of cancer in 1948 was the

inspiration of the life-work of one of

the most remarkable men of this cen-

tury. From that moment onwards he has

lived a truly dedicated life.

The striking thing about Group Captain

Leonard Cheshire was that what he

adopted 21 years ago was an entirely

new attitude to the chronically disabled.

Wilfrid Russell, Vice-Chairman of the

United Kingdom Foundation, has admir-

ably summed it up in this way:

'Leonard Cheshire conceived of dis—

abled men and women as contributors

to society and not as exiles from it;

as men and women not different be-

cause they were disabled; as human

beings whose minds might actually

become stronger and broader just be-

cause they were disabled.‘

The Founder has throughout passionately

believed that care of the physical needs

of the disabled is not enough and that

they must be given something to live

for. As one of our disabled people said,

'Our need is to be as independent as

possible, to be helped to accept one's

dependency, to have something to do—

and to feel wanted.’

This was the need which Leonard

sought to satisfy. Things moved rather

slowly at first. For the first five years

from 1948, only two Homes were

founded in the United Kingdom, at Le

Court and St. Teresa's. Then suddenly

the movement exploded into life. These

remarkable figures tell their own tale—

19544958

11 new Homes in the UK. plus seven

overseas (including six in India).

1959—1963

Another 22 Homes in the UK. plus 19

overseas (including our first Home in

W. Africa).

1964—1968

Another 12 Homes in the UK. plus 17

overseas.

1969

Six Homes in the UK. plus nine in

preparation overseas.

In the United Kingdom alone just on

1,500 people have started living a new

life in the Homes. Overseas, some 1,600

children and adults have found fresh

hope in the Homes, mostly in the de-

veloping countries.

We hope and believe that you and all

right-thinking people will regard that as

a worthy record. it has been made pos«

sible only by the devoted labours of

many hundreds of voluntary workers,

and by a dedicated administrative staff

whose output of hard work is vast,

despite its minute size and rigid

economy.

We have had our difficulties and we

have made our mistakes. What move-

ment hasn’t? But a good parent rejoices

to see his children stand on their own

feet. 30 from the start the Homes were

made autonomous—within the frame-

work of the principles of the Founda-

tion—and this autonomy is reflected in

their fascinating diversity.

And now, like members of a family,

gathering at the domestic hearth, we

have met in this first great international

Conference. We have important work to

do, for at the Founder's suggestion, the

basic theme of all our discussions is the

framework of our future. I hope that

frankness as well as friendship will be

shown, for this will sharpen our thinking.

We have already received some straight-

forward comments on the topics we are

to discuss, and I hope that a fruitful

harvest will be the outcome.

For let no one think that our tale is

already told, that our goal is already

reached. Indeed, we have seen but the

beginning. We have heard much about

Group Captain 1. Cheshire

I expect you can guess that this is a

very moving occasion for me. First of

all, I want to offer my deepest thanks

and appreciation to all of you for your

help in many different ways. i can’t

come round the Homes very often now-

adays, partly because my hairs are

growing grey, and partly because we are

so much larger in numbers. But I assure

you that almost daily i am with you in

thought and spirit.

1 would like to take this opportunity to

thank my father. He was quite justified

the 'permissive society'—and precious

little of it sounds very good. More

cheering is the comment recently made

that we have moved from the 'affluent

society' to the 'participating society'. I

believe the speaker meant that we are

becoming increasingly aware of our

mutual responsibility and interdepend-

ence—in other words, that we are our

brother's keeper. And, thank God, i

think that this deepening of the sense

of mutual responsibility is taking place.

Judges inevitably come up against much

that is cruel and ugly and bad. And yet

the longer I live, the more certain I am

that the sum total of sheer goodness in

the world is immense. That goes for the

young also, who are sometimes too

glibiy condemned because of eccentri-

cities of dress and other unimportant

trifles. Yet many young people (ranging

from police cadets to Borstal boys) help

quietly, cheerfully and patiently—~and,

of course, voluntarily—in many of our

United Kingdom Homes, and l daresay

the overseas delegates could tell a

similar tale.

Prince Philip, a source of great en-

couragement to the Foundation, re-

marked some years ago that:

"The problem of the incurably sick

tends to be hidden from the public view,

and so to many it just doesn't exist."

This international Conference demon-

strates clearly that we who are present

here, and the far larger number whom

we represent, are at least aware of that

problem, and that we seek to do some-

thing about it. it is a great and ever-

present problem. We are about to spend

some days together, discussing issues of

great importance to the movement,

meeting and fraternising, exchanging

views with the candour and loving-

kindness which ideally should exist in

every family circle. May these days

prove a source of blessing and comfort

to the residents, and to all who seek in

their different ways to serve them.

in thinking, in the beginning, that the

Homes would never succeed, yet with-

out his help l don't think they would

have succeeded in those early days. He

told me once that the key to everything

was money; that was our one hope for

success. But a few years later, in the
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course of a discussion, he remarked,

'Any fool can start a Home with money;

what we want is someone who can

start a Home without money.’

I would also like to express mv thanks

to Sue, my wife, for keeping me on the

straight and narrow, and for all the help

she gives me in different ways. A little

later, we would like the Conference to

discuss possible links with her Founda-

tion and other like-minded foundations,

I have certain ideas as to what course

the future might take for us. But my

ideas may not be right, so I hope every-

body will be very frank. We all have our

own ideas that may be good today but

not tomorrow, that may be right here

but quite wrong there. It is perhaps

essential that whatever we decide it

should be flexible. We have grown up

not to any preconceived plan but in

answer to a need, and as circumstances

seemed to dictate. I think the Homes in

the different countries have all taken on,

quite independently of each other, a

similar kind of character. Should we not

look a little more closely at that char«

acter, and perhaps decide that certain

aspects of it are an essential element in

what we mean by a Cheshire Home. The

Singapore Committee have offered us a

very good memorandum, and we pro-

pose to use this as a working basis for

discussion.

I don't think we at this Conference

should take a vote on any particular

issue, or make binding rules and defini-

tions. We have come here to discuss and

see what is in everybody's mind. And I

like to think that we can continue hold-

ing Conferences of this kind perhaps

every two or three years, perhaps rotat-

ing from one country to another. The

greatest value of such Conferences is, it

seems to me, the building up of what is

perhaps the essential foundation of our

whole movement—the personal links.

In the UK, as in other countries, we

endeavour to keep administration costs

down to a minimum. We depend on the

Role and Nature of

First Session

The Chairman in opening this debate

said that there were two questions that

had been put forward for discussion:

A What are the aims and principles
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maximum degree of local autonomy and

initiative with only the minimum of co-

ordination. Yet we are all inter-depen-

dent. lt is clear that if one Home any-

where in the world—for instance, in this

country—was very badly run, all of us

would suffer. Just as all of us benefit

from the Homes running well—as they

are doing. So we need to ensure that

whilst there is local autonomy, our basic

aims and principles be maintained and

safeguarded.

This afternoon's discussion will be con-

cerned with the link between the sep-

arate Foundations in all the different

countries in which we have Homes. I

would like to suggest that we form an

International Council of representatives

drawn from the various independent

Cheshire Foundations, this Council hav-

ing the responsibility of deciding where

and under what conditions a new

Cheshire Foundation could come into

being. This Council could have a small

executive concerned with certain re-

sponsibilities, perhaps mainly relating to

the exchange of information. Further, I

would suggest that the Council appoint

one individual—whether it would be

best to call him my deputy, I don't

know—who in due course could carry

on the kind of work that I myself have

been doing, travelling round the world,

visiting the Homes, helping to start new

ones, and so on. We all know that an

individual can get things done where a

committee just can‘t, although we need

Trusts, and the Local Committees, as

well as the individuals.

Then I want to ask you what you think

about our ultimate aims. Should we con-

fine ourselves to those who have a per-

manent disability? Should we go beyond

the terms of reference that we have had

up to now? My own feeling is that the

idea of a ‘home', as we have used the

term, is quite clear. People understand

it. If we started going into different

fields, for instance, into pure rehabilita-

tion, our resources might be dissipated

and our terms of reference somewhat

the Foundation

fundamental and essential to the Founda-

flon?

B Should an attempt be made to set

these out in a Charter, and if so why?

And how?

confused. Of course, we should do all

we can to help rehabilitate, as far as

possible, the disabled people in the

Homes. We can discuss how to provide

better opportunities for this, and how to

draw on the experience of others in this

field.

I want to add here that I don't think it

is enough just to run our own Homes.

We must also reach outwards to form

links with other organisations, to en-

courage others to start their own particu-

lar work, to help others as we were

helped by others in the beginning. We

see ourselves as just a small part of the

whole field of voluntary activity in the

service of those who for one reason or

another are in need. I should like to dis-

cuss how we could be linked with other

like-minded bodies in an organisation

we already have set up to link the

Cheshire Foundations and Sue Ryder's

work—which for the time being we call

the Mission for the Relief of Suffering.

That particular name may not be the

best one; we can talk about it.

In conclusion, I should like to pay my

personal tribute of gratitude to the dis-

abled residents in the Homes who have

their own representatives amongst us

here today. Whatever I have been in-

strumental in doing for them, they have

done much more for me. They have

given me a goal to reach for, a new

purpose by which to live. If there is any

inspiration in our Foundation it comes

from them. In every country, it is the

greatest privilege to meet them, to work

with them, and to benefit from the

example they set in rising above difficul-

ties and setbacks.

I thank you with all my heart for the

trouble you have taken in coming to

the Conference; it has been an inspira-

tion to me personally. And I hope that

the next three or four days will be

happy ones for you, as I know they will

be for me.

He proposed that, since the memor-

andum from Singapore was being used

as a working basis for discussion at the

Conference, one of the delegates from

Singapore might agree to speak first

and get the debate going.



Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah (Chairman,

Singapore), reported on various discus-

sions in Singapore, Kuala Lumpur and

Johore, from which had come the Mem-

orandum circulated to all delegates.

We are of the opinion, he went on, that

basically each Home is intended for the

chronically sick and disabled; that is the

first essential requisite. Rehabilitation

work should be done only when it is

available and when it is convenient to

do so. Some have said that rehabilita-

tion is usually done by professional

people in hospitals and suchlike places.

But so much depends on the circum-

stances in each Home and in each area.

If there are people capable of doing re-

habilitation work without disrupting the

life of a Home, we see no reason why

it should not be carried out. Similarly

we think that where you can run an out-

patients' clinic with the help of volun—

tary helpers, and where circumstances

warrant it, there is no reason why it

should not be established. But these

things are, in our view, offshoots of the

principal work of Cheshire Homes.

So long as the basic idea is always

borne in mind and adhered to of running

a place that the disabled can regard as

‘home', then it is in my humble opinion

not necessary to set it out in a Charter.

As soon as you set an idea like this

down on paper in the form of rules and

regulations, different people will start

putting varying constructions on them.

We have several judges here today, and

we all spend hours and hours at work

listening on the one hand, to lawyers

trying to convince us that certain laws

and rules mean something, whilst, on

the other hand, other lawyers are trying

to convince us that they mean some-

thing quite different.

The Chairman then referred to a certain

passage in the Singapore Memorandum

which, he said, contained a particularly

noble description of what a Cheshire

Home sets out to be. He read it out:

'As we see it, a Cheshire Home should

be a place of shelter physically, and of

encouragement spiritually; a place in

which the residents can acquire a sense

of belonging and of ownership by con-

tributing in any way within their capa-

bilities to its functioning and develop-

ment; a place to share with others, and

from which to help others less fortunate;

a place in which to gain confidence and

develop independence and interests; a

place of hopeful endeavour and not of

passive disinterest.’

Mr. H. Marking (U.K, Trustee), I would

like to hear the views of delegates on

whether the business of setting up out—

patients’ clinics and rehabilitation centres

ought to be dependent on, and based

on, a Cheshire Home of traditional

nature. If our task is to bring relief to

the greatest number, it might be better

achieved by having entirely separate

clinics, which could be more easily and

more cheaply brought into being, and

moreover probably bring relief to a far

greater number, than if we only had

them based on a Cheshire Home.

In the UK, we have a Welfare State,

and perhaps it is not appropriate for

the Foundation to set up its own out-

patient clinics and rehabilitation centres

here. But in many other countries I

would think it right for the Cheshire

Foundations therein to broaden their

field, and not make it essential that the

local Cheshire Home be the starting

point for all their activities in that place.

Mr. R. B, Weatherstone (Chairman, May-

field House, U.K.). These suggestions

for out-patients’ clinics and rehabilitation

centres do not satisfy what is probably

the real need in many overseas countries

—the constant care and attention of dis-

abled people, and the creation of homes

for them. I think that is perhaps more

important than medical attention once,

twice, or three times a week.

Mr. H. M. Collymore (Chairman, Trini-

dad and Tobago). Our Home in Trinidad

in fact arose out of the rehabilitation

movement, so it is understandable that

we are prejudiced in favour of rehabili-

tation. Whilst we think that it is un-

necessary to widen the scope of

Cheshire Homes in principle, we feel that

the sort of rehabilitation that does not

depend on expensive equipment should

be a part of every Home.

Dr. A. Orejana (Philippines). We have

a good rehabilitation programme in our

country, but so many of the disabled

people who pass out of our centres are

poor and have no home to go to. This

is where the formation of a Cheshire

Home fulfils a real need.

Dr. T. H. Park (Alne Hall, U.K.). We

must be careful not to try to make

other countries emulate the welfare

state of the UK. Certain rehabilita—

tion procedures and certain kinds of

work are important for the minds and

bodies of disabled residents in the

Homes, and these functions could well

be extended in the UK. Homes, and

thrown open to other disabled people in

the immediate localities where such

facilities are not available. it would

therefore seem well worth while setting

up day centres run in conjunction with

existing Cheshire Homes, to which dis-

abled people could come and spend the

day quite adequately looked after, re—

turning in the evening to their own

homes and to families that could look

after them at night.

Mr. Obi Okoye (Enugu and Port Har-

court). We don't call the disabled people

patients at all; we don't want to give

the idea that they are patients. We call

them inmates. I think we should con-

centrate on the Homes as homes, and

do whatever we can for the residents.

if it is necessary to do some rehabilita-

tion work, then we must do it. But if we

start opening out-patients' clinics we are

going into what properly belongs to

other organisations.

Mrs. G. Ross (Nicholas House, London,

for the rehabilitation of ex-mental

patients), At Nicholas House, we

already have an industrial education unit,

to which some of our residents who are

not working go every day, whilst others

attend from outside. Psychiatric patients

sometimes have symptoms that remain

chronic, and may need readjustment and

re-education in order to be useful and

to live with confidence, interest and in-

dependence.

Dr. J. Owen (Saskatoon, Canada). My

few remarks are based on a very happy

association I had with one of the Homes

in Nigeria. This Home made use of the

excellent facilities provided by the local

hospital, the local rehabilitation centre,

and the local schools. They did not have

to pay very much, if at all, for these

services; they were provided by the

government. Perhaps other overseas

Homes could stimulate government acti-

vity in similarly providing such facilities.

But we can‘t be dogmatic; each Founda-

tion has its own particular problems,

and what may be a blueprint for West

Africa may not necessarily be a blue—

print for Asian countries.

Col. P. C. Lahiri (Chairman, Serampore).

Chronically sick people, for whom doc-

tors can do no more and hospitals have

no room, sometimes reach a state of

mind in which they have no will to

explore whether there is any hope for

themselves. If we take them into our

Homes, and keep them in the same state

of mind, constantly telling them there is
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no hope—that's just not good enough

for young, active minds. We must never

shut out the possibility of improvement

either in their physical or in their mental

condition — and this is where the

question of rehabilitation comes in. It

is perhaps a matter of building up the

atmosphere of a family life in our

Homes. And those who need specialised

treatment of any kind can then be taken

to a special centre, and returned to their

own 'homes'.

Chief 0. M. Falome (Chairman, lbadan).

Our Homes are for physically handi-

capped children. Most people seem to

wonder why we should keep incurably

sick children or adults, when We know

they will never be cured. In a way,

it makes them feel that all the money

they give will be wasted. We

recommend that instead of using the

term 'incurably sick' we should speak

instead of physically handicapped or

disabled children.

In general, we should like the word

’resident’ adopted for the disabled

people we look after in the Homes.

Some of us feel that we should never

use the term ’inmate' because it is

associated with people in asylums.

Others dislike the word ‘patient' because

it generally refers to people in hospital.

We don’t run hospitals; we run Homes.

So we recommend that from now on

we should all restrict ourselves to the

term ‘residem’.

Lady Bankole-Jones (Sierra Leone). Our

two Homes are for handicapped child-

ren as well. But as a developing country

our funds are very limited, and in order

that we provide for as many sick and

disabled children as possible we need to

be very fluid. They must come in and

they must go out. We feel it is impor-

tant that these children should be

trained to go back to their own

communities, and if possible live with-

in their own tribes. We have simple

rehabilitation activities whereby each

child is educated and trained to a trade

or craft so that he or she can go back

to some work.

Ato Desta Girma (Chairman, Ethiopia).

It is always necessary for every

committee to decide on the needs of

the community in their local area, and

then what kind of Home they should

provide to answer those needs. If you

say, it must be for physically handi-

capped children, you must then decide

what age limits you should have. if

you speak of rehabilitating them, you
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must decide on what kind of work, and

what kind of life, you are rehabilitating

them for.

Mr. Remy Green (Mote House, U.K.).

I learnt two things from my experience

in the last war—one was reinforce-

ment of success, the other was mainten-

ance of the objective. I propose that we

invoke those two principles in our

consideration of the future of the

Foundation.

Our Aims and Principles have been set

down by the Group Captain and the

Trustees some years ago. They have

never been altered. Probably, they don't

need altering, at least in this country——

although, perhaps, they might be

simplified and adapted for overseas. In

my opinion, these Aims and Principles

should be hung up in the hall of every

Cheshire Home in the world so that all

could see them, and be continually re-

minded of them—particularly manage-

ment committees that get too grandiose,

and residents who get too complaining.

Mr. P. M. Belliappa (Madurai, India). If

the Foundation has too formidable a

list of objectives, it is quite likely that

we might deter volunteers from

approaching us. Rehabilitation and the

other things mentioned today will all

come to most countries, in time; they

are perhaps too expensive for us. We

should not forget the spirit in which

the Cheshire Homes started.

Puan Sri Sardon (Chairman, Kuala

Lumpur, Malaysia). We feel that the

basic role and aims of the Foundation

should remain unchanged. Opening re-

habilitation centres and out—patient

clinics is better left to other bodies.

However, this should not prevent

Homes from providing some rehabilita-

tion activities, light exercise and various

forms of work. The latter certainly offers

the residents a little pocket money,

which makes them feel that they are

not entirely helpless, boosts their

morale and their desire to live.

Mrs. Rose Barroilhet (Santiago, Chile).

After we opened, we had many re-

quests from social workers and others

appealing for us to take in people who

had nowhere to go after leaving hospital.

And that is what we have been doing.

Our means are not sufficient to run our

own rehabilitation centre. We have a

committee of ladies who are in charge

of taking the residents to the hospital

three times a week, One resident is a

young fellow badly broken up in a

m

terrible accident, and now almost com-

pletely encased in plaster. Another is

a woman of 42, with eight children,

completely paralysed when she came to

us; she can now walk a little with

special irons, can manage to feed herself,

and we hope will be able to return to

her family, who are very poor, as soon

as she is no longer too much of a

burden to them.

So although we only have 14 beds, we

have in these ways been able, in just

over a year, to help 32 people.

Mr. Justice H. N. G. Fernando (Trustee,

Ceylon). The name 'Cheshire Home' has

become so well known all over the

world that support for any organisation

bearing the name Cheshire is always

readily forthcoming. Perhaps the reason

why the Cheshire Homes have become

so widely known is because they are

rather different from the traditional con-

cept of such a Home run by charitable

organisations. It's the idea we all know

Leonard Cheshire is so keen on, of

making the place like a real family home,

with people of different ages, and so on.

For that very reason, I think we should

resist the temptation to indulge in

activities that fall outside this basic

idea.

Senor Clavero (Vice-President, Barcel-

ona, Spain). To us, the important point

to bear in mind is the need for a Home

in which people can live as a family. In

any family, if someone has appendicitis,

he is not operated on at home; he goes

to hospital. Similarly, with someone

who needs rehabilitation. Yet what

Cheshire Homes actually do must

depend on local circumstances. if there

are no rehabilitation services near

enough to be used—well, instead of

Mohammed going to the mountain, the

mountain must come to Mohammed. We

are fortunate in this respect in that our

President is a Deputy-Director of one

of our most important rehabilitation

centres.

Mrs. J. Reynolds (Johannesburg, South

Africa). I feel that the basic principles

should remain as they have been, but

it is important to co-operate with other

organisations, especially those con-

cerned with rehabilitation I'm sure that

at no stage should We ever say that

someone has been, so to speak, out

on the scrap heap; there is no more

hope for them. For with modern

developments we just don't know what

is possible. In South Africa, we may



plan, some time in the future, to have

a day—centre attached to our Homes.

The Homes do already function as

occupational centres, and many disabled

people living with their own families in

the neighbourhood could well come in

during the day.

Dr. Irene Green (The Grove, U.K.).

There are so many handicapped

people, so much suffering, in the world

that the Cheshire Foundation cannot

hope to do more than scratch the sur-

face of the problem. We must have

limits to what we intend doing. The

idea of providing a complete service

for those in need all over the world is

rather like tilting at windmills. What

we should perhaps be doing is to

agitate and campaign for governments

and other bodies to provide better ser—

vices. Are we really propagandists of

the need? If not, then I think it's a

side of our work in which we are failing

badly.

Mr. B, Brophy (St. Patrick's, Eire). I

make an appeal to the Conference to

stay with those principles and ideals

that have proved so successful in the

past. Let them be first, and all other

things afterwards. The Group Captain

never intended us to be a rehabilitation

organisation. His purpose was to pro-

vide homes for people in need, either

those who haven't got families, or those

whose families can't look after them.

Mrs. D. Simpson (Vice-Chairman,

Mauritius). In our Home, the youngest

is 12 and the oldest is 65, but they

are all there for the rest of their lives.

We couldn't send the permanently

young ones to another place when they

grow up—even if there were anywhere

suitable for them to go. They would

not want to make the change.

Mr. T. H. Peace (Trustee, U.K.). It is

most impressive to hear how the basic

principles of the Foundation have been

adapted all over the world to so many

varying local needs and conditions. I

hope that if we are to have a Charter

it will be based on the two simple ideas

—the maximum of encouragement and

the minimum of interference.

The Chairman praised the last speaker's

maxim as being remarkable for its

brevity and unrivalled for its importance.

Miss Rosa Searle (A resident of

Heatherley, U.K.). This is my first visit

to a Conference of this kind, and I find

it very interesting. But I don't think

the Foundation has laid too much

emphasis on rehabilitation. The disabled

people who come to the Homes are

in need of a great deal of adjustment

and rehabilitation, both physically and

mentally. Even the effort of doing up

one's own shoes is rehabilitation. Our

people should be helped in this as much

as possible; they should be encouraged

to take outside interests, visiting places

of all kinds. Personally, I would

definitely like the Homes to remain

'homes'—homes for a family to live in.

Third Session

Sir Adetokunbo Ademola, Chairman of

the Nigerian Trust, was in the chair for

the third session of the Conference.

He referred to the discussion the pre-

vious day on The Role and Nature of

the Foundation. I think, he said, that

some fairly settled conclusions resulted

from that debate. The majority of

delegates seemed, in my view, to share

the conviction that the Cheshire Homes

should retain their identity as we have

understood it hitherto, and not start

putting on frills, so to speak. I feel

we are agreed that every Home should

have its own individuality, in the sense

that there should be no interference, if

at all possible, with what each one

wants to do, what type of residents

to admit, and so on. We saw two films

yesterday—the first, of children in some

of our West African Homes, the second,

of adults at St. Teresa's in the UK.

What struck me particularly about the

two films was how remarkably similar

were the two types of resident, and

how remarkably similar the two Homes.

Whether in Africa or in England I think

Cheshire Homes are basically all alike,

even though the details and the prob-

lems differ from place to place. | feel

we are unanimous about that, and there

seems no need to waste more time on

this topic, except that some of the

residents here would like to speak on

the subject later.

Later on that morning, Group Captain

Cheshire put forward a proposal that

the person who drafted the Memo—

randum from Singapore be asked to

compile another more detailed memo-

randum on the Aims and Principles of

the Cheshire Foundation Homes.

Mr. H. E. Marking (U.K. Trustee). One

of the great advantages of our present

Aims and Objects is that they are not

rigid, and have been able to be

interpreted flexibly. They have proved

workable, and are still working well.

l think we should leave well alone. To

try and define our Aims and Objects

more exactly would be a mistake.

Mrs. R. Chatterjee (India). l know there

is a doubt in people's minds in India

as to whether the Cheshire Homes are

for all chronic sick and disabled, or

only for the destitute chronic sick and

disabled. We would like some clarifica-

tion on this later.

Mr. F. E. Biller (Spofforth Hall, U.K.). l

have a document called 'Memo-

randum and Articles of Association'.

Does this Memorandum determine the

policy of the Cheshire Homes? Because,

if it does, any new draft of Aims and

Objects must fit into the framework of

the broad objects of the official 'Articles

of Association'. Is this not true?

At this point, Group Captain Cheshire

asked that discussion on his proposal

for drawing up a new draft of Aims and

Objects be postponed, because the

debate that morning was basically on

international matters.

Mr. J. H. lnskip, Chairman, Le Court,

said that it was a pity that since the

subject of codifying the principles of the

Foundation had been raised, it could not

be discussed, with the views especially

of residents attending the Conference

being heard. But The Chairman (Sir

Adetokunbo Ademola) ruled otherwise,

promising a further discussion later. He

then introduced Group Captain Cheshire's

wife, otherwise known as Sue Ryder.

During her speech, Mrs. Sue Ryder

Cheshire made reference to this subject.

l think it was made quite clear during

yesterday's discussion, she said, what

you all feel about the role and nature

of the Cheshire Foundation, and that is.

both to Leonard and to myself, a great

relief. Maybe, some of you thought it

wasn't necessary to bring up this sub-

ject, but it was brought up. It has been

aired, and the whole subject is clarified.

We go forward with the primary idea

of providing 'homes' for the chronic sick

and disabled. Personally, I feel that

some of the residents in the Homes

should also be allowed to give us their

advice.

Later, some of the residents from UK.

Homes attending the Conference were

invited to speak.
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Miss Barbara Beasley (Le Court). When

the GO. started Le Court he pioneered

a completely new concept, but I wonder

if the Cheshire Foundation in this

country today is still pioneering, or is it

beginning to lag behind current think-

ing on residential care? Of course, it

provides a quite different kind of 'home'

for 1,500 people, most of whom would

otherwise still be condemned to

geriatric wards. But do all our Homes

reach the level attained by the best

Homes, inside or outside the Founda-

tion? I question whether they do.

Recently, someone, who happens to be

doing research into residential Homes

in this country, told me that the level

of gadgetry in a Home was a pretty

good reflection of that Home’s 'alive-

ness’. Well, I wonder how many U.K.

Homes have electric indoor wheelchairs,

which are now supplied by the Ministw

of Health. Amongst the 54 residents at

Le Court, we have 18 of these electric

wheelchairs. Yet I believe that in some

Homes there are none. Why? Then we

have a number of electric hoists to help

get people in and out of bed, or

lavatory, or bath, and many much

cheaper custom-built gadgets that can

be easily devised with a little ingenuity,

and allow the residents to be more

active and positive. The State provides

excellent re-enablement (I too prefer

that word to rehabilitation) facilities,

but how many Homes have explored

the possibility of making use of them

in order to help their residents live

fuller lives?

There has been a tremendous explosion

in the social work field in this country.

We know that all Cheshire Homes have

regular visits from doctors, and many

are visited by physiotherapists and

occupational therapists. But, so far as

I know, only one Cheshire Home has a

part time voluntary social worker. Yet

such a service could make a lot of

difference to a lot of residents. Also,

how many Homes maintain regular con-

tact with their local Welfare Depart-

ments for anything other than material

help?

Then, in regard to work for residents,

why have so many Homes been con—

tent to limit their horizons to

handicrafts? A delegate from Eire said

yesterday that two of their residents

go out to work, and I know that some

people in the Dulwich Home do the

same, One or two residents at the

Edinburgh Home 90 out to the work-

centre in the City. But there must surely

be many more residents who could go

out to work, if only part-time. Or else,

if work-centres were established in

some Homes as has been suggested,

they could spend the day, or part of

the day, there. It would make an

enormous difference to the residents

concerned. For I keep on hearing stories

from Service Corps members who come

back to the Study Centre at Le Court—

stories of how many more residents in

other Homes just sit around all day.

That seems to me a wicked waste of

life.

The Cheshire Foundation in this country

is now big enough to play an enormous

part in society. But we have rather

tended to isolate ourselves, and be

more than somewhat inward-looking.

We have tended to isolate ourselves

from other organisations—both govern-

ment and voluntary bodies. It seems to

me that we should take much more part

in, and contribute much more towards,

the society in which we live, just as we

should make much more use of the

facilities that same society provides.

Mrs. Phyllis Abrams (Le Court). The

Le Court Association, which is the com—

bined Support Groups of the Home,

raises money for the Home, and of this,

£50 is sent overseas every quarter. The

residents also raise money, and we have

sent £100 a year for many years now to

the Katpadi Home, lndia, whose resi-

dents are burnt-out leprosy cases. |

suggest that all the UK. Homes adopt

a Home in one of the poorer countries.

or else help one of the other organisa-

tions in the Mission.

Miss Brenda Lawrence (Lake District

Home). I support the last speaker; we

at Holehird have adopted the Home

at Bethelem. I think that rehabilitation

is shown in action whenever residents

strive to take an interest in their Home

and the lives they lead. It is certainly true

that the very fact of being in a Cheshire

Home makes their lives a great deal

fuller than they would otherwise be.

Mr. Paul Driver (Athol House). We

must differentiate between the idea of

sickness and the idea of disability. For

instance, I still find that people come

up to me and ask 'Are you getting

better?’ I always answer ‘l‘ve never

been better in my life!’ Then we saw

that film of St. Teresa’s yesterday.

Whilst looking at it, I was trying to

make up my mind whether I would

rather have been there in those old FlAF

huts, shocking conditions and all, or

where in fact I was at the time, com-

paratively comfortable in hospital. I

think I might have liked to have been

at St. Teresa’s in the beginning for

the sake of sharing in the overcoming

of difficulties. But, of course, as in all

human endeavours, the pioneering

spirit doesn't last. And we saw, in the

second part of the film, a sequence

showing all the residents in bed at

apparently about 5 o'clock in the after-

noon in a long ward. I must admit that

wasn’t encouraging. No doubt it is

better than a geriatric hospital, but not

as good as it could be.

I was struck by how small the

community appeared to be in the early

St. Teresa's. Now human beings are

so constituted that the quality of a

small community is very different from

that of a large one. You can know 10 or

20 people, but you can't really know 40

in the same way. I think that disabled

residents in the Homes prefer the

smaller units—if it is at all possible.

We are told that 34 to 40 residents is

the best economic number to run a

Home, but i wonder whether this is just

one of those received beliefs that have

never been properly checked. I have

tried to find out if a survey has ever

been done to determine the figure fairly

accurately.

I endorse everything that Barbara

Beasley has just said. And I would like

to add one more point. When disabled

people, who have been living like

'cabbages’ in a geriatric ward, are trans-

ferred to a Cheshire Home, their lives

generally become much fuller, They do

things, and the more they do the more

they are able to do. For a few, the time

comes when they have developed to

such an extent they want to leave the

Home, live independently outside, and

go out to work. I hope that when this

does happen, no one condemns them

for being ungrateful to the Home by

leaving it. That would be a very small-

minded way of looking at things. The

Home has in fact been a very necessary

stepping-stone for them, and the whole

development in each case should be

seen as a most successful triumph of

rehabilitation.

Mr. Norman Whiteley (Athol House). l

have been interested in the Home at

Tangier, Morocco, and recently had the



pleasure of visiting the other Moroccan

Home at Marrakesh whilst on holiday.

What struck me most was the great

lack of welfare services in comparison

with the UK. Medical supplies, wheel-

chairs, all kinds of equipment are

difficult to obtain and very expensive.

l imagine it's the same in all the under-

developed countries where Cheshire

Homes are situated. It has crossed my

mind that quite a number of old wheel-

chairs, or spare parts, could be got to-

gether and shipped to some of these

Homes.

In regard to the Homes in the U.K., I

feel we should stop taking over

enormous mansions right out in the

country. We at Dulwich are in the

suburbs of London, and such a position

has many advantages. Our 21 residents

are very well—equipped with gadgets,

aids, electric hoists and so on, and

half of them have electric indoor wheel—

chairs. Two residents have been

supplied with Possum, and can now do

a great deal for themselves even though

almost completely paralysed. We have

many social functions, and we are

involved in the neighbourhood round the

Home in a number of ways. But our

greatest involvement with the local

community comes through our Typing

and Duplicating Service, which we

sometimes, boastfully I suppose, call

one of the best in the South of England.

The point I want to make is that when

some residents engage in such activities

it has the effect of encouraging the

others to get involved and do things,

not just sit around, sometimes asking

that silly question ’What do you do

with yourself all day?’

Fourth Session

Sir Edmund Davies. i shall be attempting

a re-cap a little later on, in order that

we may all be reminded of where we

have got to in our discussions. Before

doing so, however, and in consideration

of the number of times the subject of

rehabilitation has cropped up, I think

we should hear something from Dr.

Margaret Agerholm, who is a person of

great distinction in that field.

Dr. M. Agerholm (U.K. Trustee). I agree

with Miss Rosa Searle that the Cheshire

Homes are, we might say, doing re-

habilitation just by being there. It is

worthwhile looking at what the term

'rehabilitation' originally meant. Accord-

ing to the dictionary, it was originally

used in English for the restoration of

rights and honours to a knight who had

previously been, so to speak, de-

knighted. Now, that definition can,

almost exactly, be applied to what

happens when a patient is taken from

being a nobody in a hospital ward to

being a somebody in a Cheshire Home.

This kind of rehabilitation dealing with

the whole person is really the essence

of any kind of rehabilitation. When a

Cheshire Home is doing its job properly

it will naturally carry out a rehabilita-

tion function, in the sense that it will

restore each disabled person's right to

be himself, to make his own decisions,

and to

limits of his disability, not merely

according to the dictates of doctors,

nurses, social workers, administrators,

and so on.

As regards specialised medical re-‘

habilitation, it is difficult to make any

sweeping generalisations that could

apply to Cheshire Homes in general. I

feel very strongly that, if a Cheshire

Home has access to a rehabilitation

centre, any of its disabled residents

who could benefit from the facilities of

the centre should be given every

opportunity so to do. But it must

always depend on what is being done

in the area, and what kind of disabled

people you have in a Home. l have been

told that a Cheshire Home situated in

an area with poor medical services

ought to lay on various facilities like

a day centre or an outpatients‘ clinic.

Perhaps this is worth thinking about.

Mrs. M, M. Clark (U.K. Trustee). I

should like to propose that we include

in the basic Aims and Principles of the

Cheshire Foundation that compassion-

ate and beautifully phrased paragraph in

the Singapore Memorandum which has

been referred to on several occasions

during the last few days.

Sir Edmund Davies summarised this

debate at the end of the Conference.

See 'The Conference Summed Up'.

The Foundation as an International Entity

and the link between its Different Members

Second Session

Major General Virendra Singh, Chairman

of Cheshire Homes India, took the

Chair for the second session.

General Singh began by saying the

whole Indian delegation felt it a great

honour and a privilege that he had been

asked to Chair this session. This is a

memorable occasion, he went on, and I

shall always remember it. It is only after

much effort and much thought that it

had been possible for an international

gathering of this unique nature to take

place. I am sure I voice the feelings

of delegates from many countries when

I express gratitude to the Group Captain

and to the UK. Foundation for having

made it possible.

This morning, the Group Captain

touched on the very important matter

we are now going to discuss, and gave

us some food for thought. i think there

is a clear need for an international body,

and someone to assist the Group Cap-

tain in carrying out the day-to-day work,

the supervision, and the visits.

We have four points for discussion:

(a). Whether, and how often, to hold

periodic International Conferences.

(b). Whether to establish an Inter-

national

perhaps

‘Trustee'.

Council?

(c). Whether to establish an

national Secretariat.

Board of Trustees, although

we could drop the word

Why not

Inter-

(d). Whether, and how, the Cheshire‘

Foundation should be linked with the

Mission for the Relief of Suffering.

The Group Captain indicated that he

would like the Conference to give some

consideration to bringing the Founda-

tion and Sue Ryder’s work more closely

together. I would now ask him if he

would be so kind as to clarify what he

has in mind.
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Group Captain Cheshire. Our first object

this afternoon is to discuss the links

between the Cheshire Foundations in the

various countries. The second object

concerns the possible links between all

these Cheshire Foundations and my

wife's organisation and other associated

undertakings. In response to urgent local

needs we have already started a few

institutions that don't come within the

terms of reference of either the Cheshire

Foundations or the Sue Ryder Founda-

tion. We have placed them under the

auspices of an umbrella organisation

which we have chosen to call, to begin

with, the Mission for the Relief of

Suffering. There is, for instance, the

Gabriel rehabilitation workshop unit in

Madras for burnt-out leprosy cases. And

there is the big international centre at

Dehra Dun which my wife and I manage,

and finance from overseas

If it doesn't sound presumptuous, we

can liken the Mission to the Common-

wealth. You have different members

entirely autonomous, and yet in a feder-

ation together, although the overall

umbrella has no power in the affairs

of its individual members We visualise

everyone working together for the

greater good of those we are all trying

to help; there are many ways in which

we can pool resources, or help others

to start up something. If, for instance,

local circumstances pointed to the need

for an out-patients clinic in any country,

it could be started under the Mission.

Chief 0. M. Falome

gathering is sufficient

these International

immensely in establishing closer con-

tact between the Foundations in

different countries, and in enabling

Homes to learn from each other's

experience. I feel that such conferences

should take place every three years,

if we can get the funds to organise

them, and perhaps rotating from one

country to another.

(Nigeria). This

evidence that

Conferences help

Mr. R. B. Weatherstone (Mayfield Ho.

U.K.). There may be some common

ground, as between different countries,

in the spirit behind the work that we are

all doing. But l would suggest that there

is little common ground in the way in

which the need is fulfilled—particularly

in regard to finance, and in regard to

the type of disabled persons being

helped_ Perhaps what would assist

many people more than such large inter-

national conferences as we have here,
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is the holding of more regular and

smaller conferences for various regional

groupings. Needs, conditions and experi-

ences would probably be much more

common throughout such areas than

over the world as a whole. I don't know,

but if there are any such groupings with

many things in common, say, in Africa,

or the Far East, or in India, then I

suggest the Homes in these regions do

get together.

Mr. W. W. Russell (U.K. Trustee).

What we most want to know is

whether the Conference thinks that the

principle of having a constitutional link

between all the various Cheshire

Foundations is the right way to keep us

all together in the future. The need for

conferences, how often they should be

held, who should pay for them~these

things are, in my view, secondary.

Mr. J. H. Inskip (U.K_ Trustee). I am

certain that anyone concerned with the

running of a Home in the U.K. has

learnt an awful lot at this Conference

——perhaps, not factually, but spiritually

—from what the overseas delegates

have said. These overseas delegates, i

feel, have understood far more about

what the Cheshire Foundation is trying

to do than I have done hitherto. There

is no better way of keeping us all to-

gether than occasions such as this.

Don’t let’s break up into little groupings.

Mrs. A. Pratt (Lagos, West Africa). We

must be very clear why conferences

should be held at all. In particular, we

must be clear about the purpose of

holding such a big International Confer-

ence as this. We have all come together

for the first time, and We are learning

quite a good deal. But I don‘t think a

world-wide conference is needed too

frequently.

I feel that there should be these inter-

national occasions, but also regional

groupings. We can't divorce ourselves

from what is going on in the world

around us. In many international

organisations you have regional group—

ings. Politically, you have the European

Common Market; and there is the

Scandinavian group getting together. I

suggest we encourage Cheshire Homes’

people in the various areas to meet

and talk about their problems and

experiences. These smaller meetings

will certainly be less expensive than

International Conferences.

Mr. F. E. Biller (Spofforth Hall, U.K.).

I think the great merit of the Cheshire

Foundation is its 'amateurism'. Now

when an amateur body grows it some-

times happens that at a certain point

professionals step in. And when a pro-

fessional body grows it creates paper.

work, In the big organisation where I

work, everyone groans under the mass

of paperwork, which, they always say,

leaves them no time to do what they

should be doing. So although I am in

favour of an international organisation,

I should like to put in a plea for a very

simple one.

Mrs. Marjoribanks (Vice-Chairman,

Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia). Frankly, I

think the Group Captain is all we need

to keep us together. He has been our

link that has made us go on and do big

things.

The Earl Ferrers (U.K. Trustee). This is

the first International Conference we

have had in 21 years—and it is a

success. If we hold them every three or

four years, they would I think become a

bind, and what is more, a disproportion-

ate expense. There are always devils

making traps for us to fall into. The

trap we are about to fall into—if we are

not careful—is to become a big,

impersonal organisation. If that were to

happen, the Foundation would lose its

primary spirit—which is the personal

touch. We must prevent it from getting

too grandiose, too bureaucratic.

Col. P. C. Lahiri (Serampore, India). The

overseas Homes need, I think, a central

secretariat through which to liaise with

each other in order to exchange inform-

ation. It would tell us such things as

what type of Homes there are in each

country, and what facilities each Home

provides for its residents. I agree that

we should arrange to meet at regular

intervals within the zones where

common conditions apply, and sort out

our problems, and send information to

the central secretariat. I would say that

International Conferences need not be

held more than every seven years, or

even less frequently than that.

Lady Bankole-Jones (Sierra Leone). We

must be careful about all this business

of meetings and conferences, of a

secretariat and all the paperwork

involved. I'm not so sure that it is

needed. Conferences, whether world-

wide or regional, cost a lot of money—

which could be used to help us run

our Homes. We do try to follow the

Group Captain, but if we change the



pattern it will take away some of the

spirit.

Mr. J. F, Oladeinde (Nigeria). The

purpose of such International Confer-

ences is to bring people together to re-

examine their position, see what pro-

gress has been made, and what further

progress should be made in future. Now

the question in my mind is this: who

will decide on what occasion such a

Conference should be held?

Although this is the first international

Conference, we have had the Group

Captain going round for many years

enthusing people with the spirit and the

concept of the Homes. If these visits

are to be less frequent, then perhaps

we may need such conferences more

often—though not too frequently—so

that our self-examination can take place

and our spirit be renewed. Without

them, things might go wrong for years

before efforts were made to put them

right. I support the view that both large

and small conferences are necessary,

and that they should be held at such

intervals as are generally deemed most

advantageous.

Obi Okoye (Nigeria). My own emphasis

would be on establishing an office or

secretariat in the United Kingdom,

charged with the responsibility of issu-

ing directives, giving advice, answering

queries from Homes, and helping in

any way that was possible,

I think we should drop all this talk

about how regularly we should hold

these big Conferences. Take this

present one, for instance. It became

necessary, and by will of God all of us

came together. If in five years' time, or

ten years' time, or even next year, it is

the will of God that we come together

again, then we shall do so.

Miss Mia ffrench-Mullen (Eire). | feel

very strongly about one point. It's such

a pity that we cannot learn more from

each other's experience, that the really

agonising birth-pangs new Homes go

through are repeated again and again.

There is a great need for pooling

knowledge and experience. Margot

Mason (now Mrs. Gibb) used to travel

round a lot, visiting Homes, and she

was a great help. It seems to me

essential for the proposed International

Council to appoint one or more

emissaries to pay regular visits to

Foundations all over the world. In this

way, the International Council will

ensure that they are all sticking to the

Cheshire ideal. It will also enable the

Homes to benefit most from the pool of

experience.

Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah (Chairman,

Singapore). l would like to suggest that

there should be an International Federa-

tion of Cheshire Homes, and that the

Secretariat should be housed in, say,

our present Overseas Office in London.

The procedure would be quite simple.

A standard form would be printed. Any

Home wishing to join the Federation

would fill in the form and send it in

with a membership fee. The Federation

would accumulate a great deal of

knowledge of the problems that arise

in Homes; and in due course, whenever

Homes wanted advice the Federation

would do its best to help. Since each

Home would be in its own right a mem-

ber of the Federation, it could write

direct to the Federation rather than, as

now, to its local Board of Trustees.

Sir Edmund Davies. l'm not at all clear

what my brother Judge has in mind,

and how it differs from, and what

advantages it has over, the present set-

UP.

Mr. Justice Tan Ah Tah. At the moment,

there is really no other than a

sentimental attachment; there is no real

link between the Homes. We think it a

good idea to have a central Federation

to which every Home could apply for

membership, and whose secretariat

would keep records of questions asked

and the answers to problems. At

present, if we live in the Far East, it is

expected that we consult someone in

the Far East. But it just isn't true that

in any one region of the world all the

Homes have the same type of problem.

We should like there to be a central

pool of knowledge to which every Home

could write for advice and get an

answer. If the centre was unable to

answer, it would be in a position to

suggest other Homes what might pro-

vide one.

Ato Desta Girrna (Chairman, Ethiopia).

Maybe some of us are looking at these

matters from our own local problems,

such as finance—and we're neglecting

to look at the problem presented by

the growth of the Cheshire Homes on

a world-wide scale. There is a widely

recognised need to create some kind

of body to co-ordinate things, both

on the international level and on the

local level. There must be a body that

could initiate things internationally, that

would, for instance, decide when and

why to call another international Con- i

ference. We all want to have our own

local autonomy, but on the other hand

we also want to find ourselves involved

in this big organisation.

Lt. Col. P, Kak (Burnpur, India). The

Cheshire Foundation would never have

expanded with the speed it has done

merely by the holding of conferences

and meetings. It has depended so much

on the Group Captain's personal inspira-

tion. We need to select a few able men

of position and compassion who could

carry on what the Group Captain has

been doing, transmitting the same sort

of infection that he does.

The Cheshire Smile is one of our guid-

ing lights, and we are very grateful to

Frank Spath who writes so beautifully.

All of you would be doing yeoman ser-

vice if you could send in more articles

for the benefit of others. I, for one, can

say that l have derived a lot of help

from Cheshire Smile.

Sir Edmund Davies. I should like to com-

mend to you all, in general terms, the

ideas put forward by Mr. Justice Tan

Ah Tah. A number of speakers have

urged that we continue to use, and

gradually expand, our London overseas

office at 5 Market Mews. We have this

instrument to hand, and it is very good

—although it is, like everything else in

our Cheshire set-up, strictly amateur.

But what we want to know is to whom

this office is going to be responsible

if and when we move on into some sort

of united international future. It seems

obvious to me that it will have to be

taken out of the UK, Foundation, of

which at the moment it is a part, and

given to, perhaps, the proposed Inter-

national Board. That brings us to the

problem of how this International Board

can best be constituted in order to be

practicable.

Mr. Remy Green (Mote House, UK).

We could perhaps learn from develop-

ments in Rotary International as to what

happens if we get too big. Rotary is

about as near perfect a democratic or-

ganisation of amateurs, but it has now

been taken over by professionals—which

we all regret. We have conferences, large

and small, we spend a lot of time de-

ciding how to alter the rules, and we

almost forget the main purpose of the

organisation. This is a real danger. What

major world religion ever got anywhere
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through committees and organisation? It

is the inspiration that counts. Let’s go

on under the inspiration of Leonard

Cheshire now, and then, when the time

comes, of those who follow him. Let's

keep the whole movement as simple as

possible.

It’s worth pointing out, also, that there

is a growing tendency in some countries

especially in Africa, to denigrate every-

thing that is called 'lnternational’.

Mr. Donald Ward (Vice-Chairman,

Marske Hall, U.K.). Like the last

speaker, I would beg the Foundation to

look at the precedents. There are many

international organisations that have a

similar sort of loose linkage as our own

movement. We can learn a lot from

them what to do and, perhaps more im-

portant, what not to do. I think one

organisation very much akin to the

Cheshire Foundation in this way is the

Boy Scout movement. You can imagine

everyone in that movement saying at

one point—what on earth are we going

to do when Lord Baden Powell is no

longer available to carry the flag?

Mr. Nyakiamo (Nairobi, Kenya). It

seems that we all know what we want,

but not how to go about reaching it. We

want to keep together, and therefore we

must have some kind of international

body. This would help us, first, with

the foundation of new Homes, secondly,

with advice as required, and thirdly,

with the calling of conferences when

they appear to be needed. A previous

speaker has mentioned 'maximum en-

couragement’; that points to the need

for one or more persons going round

visiting, encouraging and inspiring.

Sir John Weston (Le Court, U.K.). After

discussion, we came to the conclusion

that there must be an international or-

ganisation or federation whose person-

nel should, as far as possible, serve

voluntarily, and not be high-powered

professionals. There should be a small

secretariat in London, acting initially as

a sorting-out medium and an advisory

bureau for all the Homes.

For ‘some years I was a Commissioner

with the Boy Scouts Association. This

is a body sparked off by the inspiration

of one man who generated a great re-

sponse amongst boys to form them-

selves into Groups all over the world

in exactly the same way that Leonard

Cheshire inspired people in various

countries to raise up Cheshire Homes.
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The development has been quite spon-

taneous in both organisations. As the

Scout movement spread internationally,

each country set up its own organisa-

tion and its own Chief Scout. Then there

came the need for a small international

secretariat in Britain, acting as a clear-

ing house for all the information and the

questions being asked in all countries.

Eventually, a stronger international or-

ganisation was set up with representa-

tives elected from various countries

meeting once a year and discussing in-

formally a number of subjects and prob-

lems that are put to them. The Cheshire

Foundation could well evolve in that

way too. We already have the begin-

nings of an international secretariat at

Market Mews. We could have Inter-

national Conferences when the need

arose, And how better to find out when

the need arose than through this secre-

tariat? But, most important of all, I be-

lieve we are right in deciding to take

things slowly, and not to make the

organisation too professional right from

the start.

Dr. T. H. Park (Alne Hall, U.K.). We

have always had problems, and we

always shall. But when people in the

Homes need advice they can very often

get it locally. It's no good going to Lon-

don to ask how we can raise money in,

say, Nigeria. As regards the central

secretariat, we must avoid setting up an

office whose main function turned out to

be the issuing of a continuous stream

of directives. The circulation of informa-

tion is very well done through the

Cheshire Smile.

Another point. We all seem to be

wanting to get rid of the Group Captain.

Why? Is he so very poorly? Is he so

careless and short—sighted that he is

likely to get knocked down by a motor

car? Perhaps he does need some help.

Well, all right, let’s give him some help

—but don't let’s get rid of him. Be-

cause we couldn't replace him anyway.

Dr. Green (The Grove, U.K.). What pro-

tection have we against any unauthor-

ised person setting up a Home, and

calling it a Cheshire Home, but running

it in a way that would make us all

feel ashamed? Have the Trustees any

legal power to get such a Home shut

down or have its name changed?

Maj. Gen. Virendra Singh. In India, the

Cheshire Foundation is a registered

body, and all Homes and organisations

bearing the name 'Cheshire' derive their

authority from that Foundation. I think

we are fully protected, and I am sure

that similar protection is afforded in the

other countries.

Mr. G. L. Telfer (Beechwood, U.K.). Any

Home in the world calling itself a

Cheshire Home is approved by Trustees

who presumably have the approval of

the Group Captain himself. Am I right in

that?

Group Captain Cheshire. Yes, that is

right for every country where a Trust

exists. But take the case of a country

which has no Cheshire Homes and no

Trust. Let's imagine a group of people

in country X wanting to start a Home.

Who gives them authority to start off?

Who gives them their terms of refer-

ence? Originally, of course, it was just

myself. Latterly, it has been myself in

conjunction with the UK. Trust. Yet the

UK. Trust has no legal authority out-

side its own country_ There has been

really only a purely informal arrange-

ment, which is not very satisfactory.

On these grounds, I consider a case can

be made out for the setting up of an

International Council, which would,

amongst other things, have the sole

power of being able to tell a new Com-

mittee whether, and under what condi-

tions, they could start a Home.

Chief C. 0. Ogunbanjo (Lagos, Nigeria).

If my understanding is correct, the

Group Captain is thinking of setting up

a legal entity with an international char-

acter—perhaps it could be called

Cheshire Homes International—supervis-

ing the affairs of all the Cheshire Founda-

tions. | suggest that this august Con-

ference resolve to form such an entity,

and that a sub-committee be appointed

to work out details.

Mr. H. E. Marking (U.K, Trustee). We

should always bear in mind the maxim

put forward this morning—‘maximum

encouragement and minimum interfer-

ence’. It can be applied to so many of

the problems we have been discussing.

For instance, the idea suggested by Mr.

Justice Tan Ah Tah of individual Homes

dealing direct with the International

Council and by-passing their local Trust.

It would cause great difficulties, and I

think it is most inadvisable. In general,

we want only as much control as would

safeguard the whole movement. All that

is summed up in ’minimum interference’.

As regards ’encouragement’, it has

M



already been said that we need one or

two roving visitors going round and ad-

vising Homes, and so on.

Maj. Gen. Virendra Singh. I also don’t

subscribe to the view that every Home

should be able to deal direct with the

London office. Each Home should be

loyal to its local Trust. In countries

where there are a large number of

Homes, some means of enabling them

to maintain close contact with each

other must be found, even while ensur-

ing their autonomy. In India, I think we

have a good system; the Homes have

complete independence, yet whenever

they have needed help, it has always

been forthcoming.

Sir Edmund Davies. I am not going to

attempt a summing~up of what up to the

present moment has hardly been a suffi-

ciently adequate discussion of very im-

portant matters. But there are some

points of agreement that seem to have

emerged fairly clearly. For instance,

many views have been expressed on

the question of whether we should hold

International Conferences at all, I think

the general feeling is that gatherings of

this kind from time to time serve a

great and worthy purpose. The only

question that has given rise to any

difference of opinion seems to be how

frequently, and the suggestions have

varied from three years to about 10

years. I don’t think this is quite the

time to decide their periodicity, although

you may not agree with me on that.

Actually, I hadn't anticipated that this

Conference would at any stage be deal-

ing with a firm resolution, and calling for

a vote by a show of hands. But I am

entirely in your hands. If, at any point,

you would like to move a resolution and

call for a vote, then let me know, and

we shall act in the normal way in rela-

tion to it.

The setting up of an International Board

of Trustees, or Council, and the setting

up of an International Secretariat—these

are the matters that have aroused the

greatest controversy; and the swing of

opinion is very extreme. On one hand,

my brother Judge from Singapore advo—

cates the setting up of an International

Federation with its own secretariat to

which the Homes could write direct for

assistance. On the other hand, the

speaker from York, in a vigorous speech,

asked, 'What is your problem? Already

you have an international body; already

you have an international office at Mar-

ket Mews; already you have the means

of dieseminating information through the

Cheshire Smile. What is needed is to

give Leonard Cheshire some more help,

but don't get rid of him'—which I

thought was markedly handsome!

As I understand him, Leonard himself

favours the setting up of an International

Council, which would, amongst other

things, have the sole power to authorise

the establishment of new Cheshire

Foundations. Two points about this arise

in my mind. First, the question whether,

were such an International Council set

up, it would in fact have the power to

do anything of the kind. I just don't

know whether it would have any power

to prevent a group of people in country

X from setting up a Home and calling it

a Cheshire Home, although it may well

be that international law does stretch

out its tentacles far enough to prevent

this happening. The second point in my

mind concerns Mr. Marking's suggestion,

developing the ideas of ‘maximum en-

couragement and minimum interference',

that what is needed is greater liaison

between Trusts. We could gain all we

desire, he feels—and here he voices the

opinions of several other delegates as

well—by strengthening our present set-

up, and finding two or three people to

assist Leonard Cheshire in travelling

around the world and doing what he

does.

Then the delegate from Ethiopia con-

sidered that there must surely be an

individual, or a body, to co-ordinate our

efforts. If we are to call an International

Conference, he asks, who is to initiate

it? And how is it to be financed? These

may also be very important points in

your eyes.

Several speakers have referred to other

organisations, and what we can learn

from their development. Mr. Remy

Green sounded a note of warning in

laying streSs on the amateur nature of

our set-up. He, like others, is apprehen-

sive that if we establish a formal body

we may be in danger of losing the

mainspring of the inspiration of our

work, and the result might well be too

much paperwork, too many committees,

and too much formality.

Third Session

The third session of the Conference

opened on the Saturday morning with

Sir Adetokunbo Ademola, Chairman of

the Nigerian Trust, in the Chair.

He expressed his pleasure at being at

the Conference, and at being invited to

chair this discussion. We have only four

Homes in Nigeria, he said, but we hope

within the next ten years to have about

ten more. The thought of these possible

10 Homes makes me recall the proposal

of my learned brother from Singapore to

allow every Home to make direct con-

tact with London. This seems to me a

quite unworkable scheme,

Another point on the importance of

which l should like to lay some stress,

even though it has already been much

dwelt on, is the need for the Group

Captain, assisted by able representatives

like Margot Mason, to pay regular visits

to the Homes in different parts of the

world. In my mind, this assumes almost

more importance than the formation of

an International Council, I am sure I

speak for most of the Homes when I

declare what a tremendous amount we

have gained in the past from these

visits.

I am now going to ask Group Captain

Cheshire to say a further word or two

following on the discussions yesterday.

Group Captain Cheshire. I have a feeling

that, although there appeared to be

widely differing views expressed in

yesterday's discussion, we were all try-

ing to say roughly the same thing in

different ways. There are certain things

I would now like to propose arising out

of what was said yesterday. First of all,

that at the moment we do nothing more

than strengthen the existing organisation

in the Foundation, nationally and inter-

nationally. I suggest that we consider

appointing one or twa able representa-

tives who could travel around, as has

been mentioned several times. I suggest

further that the UK. Trustees who look

after overseas matters be joined by

three or four more Trustees from Over-

seas Foundations. This group of Trus-

tees could meet somewhere in the

world, perhaps once a year. It would not

be too difficult, I feel, to find suitable

people who have occasion to travel in

the ordinary course of their affairs, and

could attend such meetings without too

much additional expense or inconveni-

ence. We in London are not competent

to make adequate judgement on many

matters in other countries, and it would

help a great deal to have overseas repre-
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sentatives offering advice and helping to

make decisions. It is of the utmost im-

portance that the world-wide chain of

Cheshire Foundations should not be, and

should not appear to be, run from

London. It must be basically interna-

tional. Every country has its own way

of looking at things, and no doubt every

country—certainly, I think, my own—-

feels that its own way of looking at

things is the right one.

Then you know we have an overseas

office at Market Mews. It collates in-

formation; it answers questions; it en-

deavours to help when there are requests

for help; it sends out staff to overseas

Homes; it organises my own and other

people’s visits overseas. And, through

that office we initiate new Cheshire

Foundations overseas, but not new

Homes in countries where there is

already a Foundation. We do this by

virtue of a kind of moral authority and

not by virtue of any legal authority. I

suggest that this office continues to per-

form these functions, and, if need be,

The Mission for the

Third Session

Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire. I have been

asked to outline the differences between

the work of my Foundation and that of

the Cheshire Foundation. Some of you

probably know how I started, after my

war-work with S.O.E., to bring relief to

individuals in Europe—the destitute,

those liberated from Nazi concentration

camps, prisons and ghettos. It was from

such as these that we learnt how im-

portant it is to concentrate on the needs

of individuals. So, the ‘Forgotten Allies'

work developed into prison visiting, holi-

day schemes, and establishing Homes in

various countries. We always worked

through the local authorities and the

governments of these countries, in order

to find out where the gaps were and

how we could best help, it wasn't for

us to go there with a fixed idea of how

to help; we had to learn from them, and

also to realise what a tremendous

amount they had done themselves in the

face of incredible difficulties.

One of the major roles of what is now

called The Sue Ryder Foundation is to

create small hospitals, mainly for cancer

patients, in different countries. There is
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expand, but whatever happens we must

not allow its size and its costs to esca-

late. It might be found possible to open

two or three other regional offices, in,

say, Africa or Singapore which would

work in conjunction with the one in

London.

Next, I think we are agreed that Inter-

national Conferences should become an

integral part of our way of working. As

regards their frequency, by far the best

suggestion I heard yesterday was that

they should be convened only when it is

clear to everybody that there is a real

need for one. I would therefore like to

propose that the next Conference be

convened when the matters arising out

of this one have been sorted out, given

some time to settle after having been

put into effect, and we consider it right

and proper to ratify what has been put

into effect. Alternatively, something else

entirely new may crop up in the coming

years which will make it necessary to

call another Conference.

Finally, I would like to propose that we

Relief of Suffering

such pressure on hospital beds that

many patients are forced to remain in

their own homes—if they have any—

often without drugs to relieve pain, and

eventually to die there. So, you see, the

work is different from, yet in many ways

similar to, that of the Cheshire Homes.

And it is because of this that l feel the

two organisations should be more

closely linked.

i don't suggest that at this Conference

we should make any far-reaching deci-

sions as to the best way to be linked

with our umbrella organisation which we

have called The Mission for the Relief

of Suffering. And here I might mention

that l'm not at all happy about the word

‘Mission', and would prefer a better

word if one could be found. l think

one of the most important things our

two Foundations share in common is

our personal regard for the individual.

It is so often the individual who is

forgotten. People will go and help, or

give for, a major disaster, anything that

seems exciting, but the people they

help today may be, through that disaster,

in greater need in ten years' time, yet

be forgotten. If we bear that in mind

and join together with other organisa-

ask the person (or people, if it were

more than one) who drafted the memor.

andum from Singapore, to draw up over

the next few years a more detailed

memorandum on the Aims and Principles

of the Cheshire Foundation Homes,

which are already laid down in various

documents, brochures and letters. A

draft of this could be circulated to all

Homes and Foundations with a view to

it being brought up at the next Confer-

ence. Whatever happened to the Mem-

orandum, whether it is then rejected or

accepted or amended, l feel it would

play a valuable role for the Foundations

in all countries, in offering some guid-

ance on many matters.

Mrs. Rosa Barroilhet (Chile). I propose

the setting up, if it be possible, of a

committee of representatives from the

Spanish-speaking countries The idiosyn-

crasies of Latin American people, or

those of Spain, how they live, how they

act, their temperament, are quite differ-

ent from those of Asians, Africans, or

many other European countries.

tions that have similar ideas and ideals,

we could be more effective, and the

joining together would in itself be a

bridge between different peoples and

different ideologies. The isolation of so

many charitable organisations from one

another even though they share similar

ideals is a sad thing and a bad thing.

If we join together, yet without losing

our identity, we could do a tremendous

amount of positive good in a world

whose needs are so great. We should

remember that what we have done up

to now is only a minute part of what

needs still to be done. Jointly, we could

bring preSSure on governments where

we all thought pressure was needed.

Finally, we could look to the long term,

which is so often forgotten.

l think we shall all go away from this

Conference feeling that something has

been achieved. Yet what we have

achieved will be nullified unless we all

become much more energetic and much

more internationally minded. Right away

we must start, or restart, thinking out

what we can do for the good of man-

kind and the peace of the world, so

that we can leave behind a permanent

and really worth—while memorial to



those who have suffered. It would pro-

vide an example to our young people,

many of whom do help us already, but

many others of whom still search for

a purpose in life, ask for a lead, want

something positive to do, and, when

put to the test, show how very willing

they are to help those less fortunate

than themselves.

Miss J. Le Brun (Durban, South Africa).

l bring you greetings from the Durban

Cheshire Home. I also bring greetings

from Ematupeni Cripple Care Centre,

which is not a Cheshire Home, and

caters for adult Bantu disabled.

Ematupeni, by the way, means the place

of skilled hands, and that is what we

hope to give them there. We started

only three or four years ago, and we

now have 54 on our register. We have

placed some 24 more in ordinary

employment, earning normal wages. My

present worry is over 13 young cripples

who, because they can't produce any-

thing that will sell, are unable to find a

place that will accept them. Their disa-

bilities result from such varied things as

brain damage and stab wounds. For

instance, a 15-year-old boy was fighting

over 5 cents on Christmas Eve, got

stabbed in the back, and is now

paralysed for life, I don't know what

is going to happen to these 13 if we

have to turn them away in order to

make room for others who can respond

to rehabilitation treatment. Listening to

Sue Ryder speaking just now, it made

me wonder whether anything could be

done for these 13 desperate cases in

some way lying outside existing

organisations.

Maj. Gen. Virendra Singh. | and the

other Trustees of the Indian Founda—

tion feel almost as involved in the

Mission as we do in the Cheshire

Homes lndia. They are two quite

separate organisations in India, and the

Indian Foundation has no direct respons-

ibility for the Mission. But I firmly

believe—and here Mr. John Martyn, who

is both Managing Trustee of the

Cheshire Foundation in India and also

Chairman of the local Raphael Committee

at Dehra Dun (which, of course, is

under the Mission) will l am sure agree

with me—that there should be closer

links between the two organisations.

Instead of working in watertight com-

partments as we have been doing, we

think the time is opportune to draw

closer so that we are all in a better

position to

suffering.

carry on the relief of

Mrs. D. Elliott Seager (Regional Trustee,

Wales), asked about the financial aspect

of the Foundation linking up with other

organisations.

Group Captain Cheshire. I don't think

there would be any financial implications.

Funds raised for local Cheshire Homes

are not going to be sent overseas, or

through the back door to another

organisation. The only money that has

ever gone abroad has been given

specifically for overseas, or with no

express object. I can assure you that

if we ever want to raise money for any

new purpose, it would be made quite

clear what we were seeking money for.

Mr. R. N. Pegg (Chairman, Dolywern,

UK.) said he thought they had agreed

that the Cheshire Foundation Homes

should retain their original function, yet

they were now talking of binding the

Foundation to other organisations.

Doesn't that alter our decision? he

asked.

Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire. I thought it

was clear we had all agreed about the

future of the Cheshire Homes. Isn't that

so? My point was that our two Founda-

tions should remain absolutely

autonomous, and that it should be clear

to everyone—residents, staff and

supporters—that we each continue to

keep to our original intentions, what

we are trying to do and our own ways

of working. But that there should be, at

the same time, some bridging, some

coming together. It does seem to me

that unless we strengthen this link we

shall be losing out on a great opportun—

ity. In this link, in this Mission, I see

tremendous possibilities of doing far

more good than perhaps any at this

Conference have ever thought of. We

could be accepted in areas where other

organisations might be regarded with

suspicion. That would make us a bridge,

a very effective force for peace in the

world.

The Chairman asked for someone from

the Yugoslav delegation to speak.

Mrs. de Franceska (Yugoslavia). Our

delegation would like to greet you in

the name of all the patients in our

country, and in the name of all the

people who are working together with

the Sue Ryder Foundation there.

Yugoslavia suffered quite a lot during

the war, and we are very grateful to 1

Sue Ryder for coming to help us out

in our reconstruction. We accept her

principles; it doesn't matter that our

systems are different so long as we

share the same aims and principles in

setting out to help those in great need.

I know that the friendship between our

two countries has been enlarged

through this working together.

Mr. P. M. Belliappa (Madurai). Yester- ,

day, we all agreed that the Cheshire .

Foundation should continue its basic

objective of providing ’homes'. Yet to-

day | find we are being asked to marry

the Cheshire Foundation with the Sue

Ryder Foundation, which has different

aims, slightly more specialised, going in

for such things as prison visiting, It

seems to me that this will raise an

element of confusion in people's minds.

i should like to go back to the

suggestion made yesterday that some

Homes in more prosperous countries

go to the assistance of poorer Homes. I .

Since I come from an area where Homes .‘ ‘

are not so well-off, l naturally welcomel .

this proposal. Yet, at the same time, ll

feel that if Cheshire Homes are to‘

survive as they ought, and continue in‘ .

existence for many years, they must'i

learn to stand on their own feet. This} :

is a movement that is run a great deal!

on faith, but we don't start a Home by‘

ll

 

just putting up a nameboard and then ‘

sitting back waiting for a cheque to;

appear out of the blue every month. Wei

should only take on as much as we cani i

chew. ‘

Group Captain Cheshire. I feel I musti

correct one misunderstanding. The two

ventures in India to which reference

has been made are not run by the Sue

Ryder Foundation. They actually come

directly under the Mission for the Relief

of Suffering. ,

Ato Desta Girma (Ethiopia). Whoever:

we are and wherever we are, I think we

should understand and try to

operate with organisations that are:

doing the same as, or something very'

similar to, our own. We can learn from 3

and help each other quite a lot. I‘

suggest we believe more in the words

'co-operate‘ and ‘understanding'.

Mr. H. E. Marking (U.K. Trustee). I am,

of course, in favour of the principle ‘

of organisations having some common

purposes being linked together in order
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that, so joined, they will gain strength.

But we must get clear in our minds

what kind of linking is here being pro-

posed before we can usefully take this

discussion any further. We have been

given four reason for linking together.

First, to bring pressure on governments.

But in what direction? What for? We

have not been told. Second, to review

long-term needs. But who is going to

act on the reviews when we get them?

Thirdly, to act as a bridge between

systems and ideologies. That is

admirable in principle, but how do you

start putting it into practice? Fourth,

to act as a force for peace in the world.

Again, how is it to be put into action?

Sue Ryder used the word ‘fusion'. But

I suspect she used the word very

loosely. I don't believe that either she or

Leonard Cheshire mean that to be taken

literally. The analogy of marriage has

been used to describe the linking, but

it is fairly certain that some less bind-

ing liaison than that is being proposed.

Then General Singh spoke of 'pooling

resources'. We should like to know

what implications lie behind that

expression. | wish someone could

enlighten us on these points.

Mr. J. Cabedo (Tangier, Morocco). We

are also confused as to what is meant

by ‘fusion'. How would it actually work

in practice? Any clarification would be

very gratefully received.

Mr. F. E. Biller (Spofforth Hall, U.K.).

When two companies want to merge

yet maintain their independence, one

solution often propounded nowadays is

the formation of a holding company.

Can’t we think of the Mission as some-

thing like a holding company? The links

between its unit-members can be as

tenuous as desired.

The Earl Ferrers (U.K. Trustee), We are

making rather heavy weather of this.

There is obviously a certain amount of

confusion. What have we got?—the

Cheshire Foundations in the various

countries: we are proposing to have a

super-national Federation to embrace all

these national Foundations; and now.

on meet that, it is being suggested we

should put this umbrella organisation,

the Mission. lsn't all this more than a

bit unwieldy? I can foresee difficulties

in the idea, and perhaps the chief

difficulty, to my mind, is that this

umbrella appears to have no teeth in

it. Yet it is obviously a good thing for

all these individual organisations to be
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linked together.

Mrs. Reynolds (South Africa). Miss

Barbara Beasley mentioned the need

for co-operation with outside bodies—

I really can't see how any welfare

organisation can act in isolation. In the

Cheshire Foundation constitution in

South Africa, we have a clause allow-

ing for affiliation or co-operation with

any other organisation in which we are

interested, or which is itself interested

in what we are doing. Of course, it is

always a very loose link, nothing like

amalgamation.

Mrs. Satow (India). | feel that some

linking of our two Foundations would

help a lot. The idea of putting pressure

on governments has been mentioned. ln

Calcutta, we have used such pressure

in connection with a young child of

eight lodged in prison with undesirable

companions; we thought we could take

him in. The reaction from the authorities

was very quick and favourable, and we

were able to accept the child into our

Home.

Dr. T. H. Park (Alne Hall, U.K.). I think

we should co-operate and co-ordinate

with other organisations as much as is

necessary. We find members of

Cheshire Homes Committees serving on

other organisations, and so facilitating

a very good interchange of information.

If there are other ways of exchanging

information and giving useful hints——

then well and good. But I can't see any

point in the merging which has been

suggested.

Mrs. Rosa Barroilhet (Chile). l don't see

how there can be any objection to the

Sue Ryder organisation working closely

together with the Cheshire Foundation.

In our country, although the Cheshire

Home is absolutely independent, we are

working together with other organisa-

tions and helping each other.

Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire. I am sorry I

seem to have caused so much confusion;

it was the last thing I wanted to do.

The question has been asked what I

meant by bringing pressure on govern-

ments. But surely it is right to

endeavour to do everything possible,

however unpopular and difficult it might

be, if you see a wholly inadequate law

being passed in a country, or that no

laws at all are being brought out, for

instance, to grant compensation to

victims of Nazi concentration camps,

even though urgently required. I’m not

suggesting for one moment that the

Cheshire Foundation should engage in

such pressure-activities, but my

organisation feels it ought to do so.

Then I also mentioned being a bridge

between different ideologies. We work

quite a lot in Communist countries, and

the people there speak of our work as a

bridge between our two systems. So

I think it is important to realise that We

represent a body for peace—a body

that could do even more in that

direction than we have done. Lastly,

l must repeat that there was never the

thought in my head that our Founda-

tions lose their identities. But I firmly

believe that we should miss out sadly

if we went away without bringing up

the possibility of joining together, of

making the Mission more workable,

and of ultimately bringing other

organisations with similar ideals and

principles into it.

Fourth Session

Mrs. M. Clubwala Jadhav

India). Judging how well

the link has been between our local

Cheshire Home at Madras and the

Gabriel Centre (which is run by the

Mission), | support the idea of greater

working together between our various

organisations.

(Madras,

worthwhile

Mrs. R. Leitao (Lisbon, Portugal). It

seems clear that not many delegates

know much about the work of the Sue

Ryder Foundation. Couldn't articles

about that Foundation be published

from time to time in the Cheshire

Smile? I am sure they would be read

with the greatest interest. Also, when

the roving visitors come round the

Homes, they could speak about the

achievements of the Sue Ryder organisa—

tion. In this way, understanding could

be fostered, and that in itself would

lead in the future to a desire for greater

co-operation. Anyway, it seems the

need and desire to affiliate has arisen

most in those countries where the two

Foundations co-exist, and know about

each other's work, and where a certain

amount of co-operation has already

taken place.

Sister M. V. Baerts (Philippines). in the

vicinity of our Home a workshop has

been started for severely disabled and

destitute people and the idea is to

encourage it to be self-supporting. Our

Cheshire Homes Association could not



finance it; so it was started on its own.

I wonder if this centre could be linked

with the Home under the Mission?

Group Captain Cheshire. I am sure it

could be, in the same way that the

similar workshop in Madras is so linked

with the local Cheshire Home. The Home

felt that the workshop had to be

separate in order to avoid confusion in

the public mind. This is just what Sue

and l have been talking about—

collaborating in this way, and building

up a diversity of small affiliated projects

under the link organisation.

Col. P, C. Lahiri (Serampore, India).

Couldn't the two Foundations share the

same emblem—the red feather—which

will give a figuration of closeness that

will gradually develop into a unity of

purpose?

Miss J. Le Brun (Durban, South Africa).

i am Very encouraged by what has been

said, It is plain to me that the answer

to my question this morning about my

thirteen crippled 'passengers' lies in the

Mission for the Relief of Suffering. In

South Africa, we have an excellent

Bantu Committee, and they collect funds

from the Bantu for the Bantu, and I

know they will help us start something,

help us board this train which is called

the Mission.

Mrs. Lydia Araj (Bethlehem). I am sure

that if we join these two institutions to-

gether—the Cheshire Homes and the

Sue Ryder organisation—something very

good will come out of it. We must get

out of our shells, and join hands.

Group Captain Cheshire. l have a feel-

ing that the majority of delegates are

in principle favourably disposed towards

the idea of greater collaboration. At the

same time, i can sense that there does

exist a fear of what this might involve.

At present, the Mission is a legal entity

in this country, recognised by the

Charity Commissioners. lt owns no pro-

jects; but it has sponsored projects,

some of which have already been

mentioned. It also operates its own Film

and Photographic Unit, which produced

the two films shown yesterday, It seems

to us that a very good case can be

made out for the existence of a body,

without much organisation, that would,

so to speak, embrace the Sue Ryder

Foundation, the various Cheshire

Foundations, and any other organisa—

tions with the same ideals and princi-

ples that wish to come under the

umbrella—although perhaps it was a

mistake to use the term ‘umbrella'. The

case is that under such a body all the

member-organisation would, first, find

greater protection, and second, be able

to help in doing a greater amount of

good in the world generally than they

could do on their own. The Mission

aims to do all this, and could do it a

great deal more successfully if We all

cooperated a little more closely.

Sue and I suggest that, subject to your

approval, we look for ways in which

we can thus work more closely together

and so strengthen each other. You have

heard that the Cheshire Foundation in

India and the Mission are already co~

operating very well. | suggest they find

a good formula for working together,

and we could use it for similar schemes

elsewhere. Certainly, no merging;

certainly, no losing of individual

The Conference Summer! lip

Sir Edmund Davies. It now falls to me

to re-cap what has been said about the

Aims and Principles of the Cheshire

Foundation Homes, The position appears

to be that there has not been any basic

disagreement between the various

speakers. The Group Captain set the

tone at the outset by stressing that we

don’t want big administrations. In his

own words, there must be the 'maxi-

mum local autonomy with the minimum

central direction'. And this was reduced

to epigrammatic form by Mr. Peace, in

these words: ‘Maximum encourage-

ment with minimum interference'. l very

much doubt if anybody here is going to

quarrel with that as a basic principle.

How far we can develop our Aims is a

matter that has led to no difference of

opinion, but some have suggested

possibilities in some directions which

others have been inclined to doubt. Mr.

Henry Marking stressed the need for

flexibility, a note that was first sounded,

naturally by a Judge, Mr. Justice Tan

Ah Tah of Singapore, who thought that

our present role was a sufficiently com—

prehensive one. Yet, he asserted, there

must be flexibility, and when one reverts

autonomy or identity; certainly, no;

funds being diverted to purposes fori

which they were never intended. None:

of these things, but only the gainingi

of strength in belonging to something

greater, and being able to achieve more

thereby. 1

Sir Edmund Davies. I hope that thel

obscurity which prevailed this morning:

has been dissipated by Sue Ryder and}

Leonard Cheshire. I should just like to?

mention that perhaps some of the newi '

projects put forward by some delegatesi

during the Conference, for instance, day! _‘

centres, which others have considered;

slightly at variance with the Aims and; ‘

Objects of Cheshire Homes, might be:

referred to the Mission for its con-l

sideration and possible sponsorship. E

What we now have to do is not just?

leave it as a pious hope that well«i“

disposed bodies with charitable objects, 5

should co-operate wherever they can.i

The proposal is to pass a resolutioni

here and now that the Cheshire Founda? .

tion and the Sue Ryder Foundationl i

be encouraged to collaborate whereverl

it is possible, and do it without in any

way forfeiting their individual autonomy

Put in that way i feel the resolution will

be acceptable to all of us here. So‘ ‘

would those of you who accept the

spirit of that resolution please indicate

by holding up your hand.

      

The Chairman then observed that he‘ ;

could see no-one without a hand up,; 1

and he thus declared the resolution?

carried nem. con. ‘

to ideas like rehabilitation, out-patients

clinics, day centres, and so on, those-

were ideas that Homes ought to be

open to entertain, bearing in mind

always that they are 'addenda’, which

must not be allowed to interfere with,

the basic reason for the Home’si

existence. Mr. Henry Marking also raised

the question whether out-patients clinics

need be attached to conventional

Cheshire Homes: couldn't they be

started on their own, and so bring

relief to a far larger number of people?

I understood him to regard this idea as

one that overseas Foundations might
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well entertain, the need being greater

there than in this country. Dr. Park

favoured the idea of day centres if they

were within the capacity of local Homes.

Lady Bankole-Jones also felt that the

Homes should be flexible in order to

meet local needs. And this was a re-

curring note.

Dr. Owen had earlier said that mental

and social rehabilitation are really in-

separable from the very idea of a good

Cheshire Home. Medical rehabilitation,

on the other hand, he thought might

entail financial considerations that

would prevent some Homes entertaining

it. Mr. Remy Green said that our Aims

and Principles had already been set

down; they don't need altering in this

country; they should be hung up in

every Home as a permanent reminder.

And on that point, we may go to the

Singapore memorandum, which has

been very highly praised. General Singh

said that the last few words of that

‘particularparagraph contain what he re-

gards as the guts of the matter. May

I remind you of the words—'a place of

,hopeful endeavour and not of passive

disinterest’. Those are notable and

noble words. Here, | feel bound to say,

lif I may be allowed from the Chair to

-lift the veil, at last, and reveal my

‘own views a little, I would like to

iidentify myself with a suggestion put

'forward by Mrs. Clark, if we ever write

down again the Aims and Principles of

ECheshire Homes, I would like to see a

verbatim quote of that whole paragraph.

Tlndeed, it would seem to me to be

‘ extremely difficult to better.

Dr. Green said we should agitate; we

amust go to local authorities who don't

[provide the things they ought to be

providing, and she put it in a character-

istically vigorous way. How anyone

'could withstand Dr. Green when she

Igoads them into doing something, l just

.don't know! A warning note was

‘sounded by General Singh and others

‘against extending our objectives to such

I

an extent that we weaken our resources.

Delegates declared, again and again, that

whilst one must always be open to

local needs, and do all one can to meet

them, there is the overriding considera-

tion that the needs of our residents

must come first.

For me personally, one of the most

stimulating aspects of this Conference

has been the spirited way in which

delegates have expressed themselves.

Yet one gets the refreshing and inspir-

ing message that, underlying it all, we

are not basically divided. Having now

completed 21 years, we are going on

from strength to strength. Leonard

Cheshire has suggested that we might

assign to Singapore the task of think-

ing out and setting down a revised

draft of our Aims and Principles. May-

be, you agree with him that Singapore,

with the fine example of their first

Memorandum before you, be left to

carry out that task. No harm can

possibly come from their doing it, and

I'm sure you will be glad to see any

product of their future work. Mean-

while, the general feeling here, if l

understand it right, is that with the

addition of the aforementioned para-

graph from the Singapore Memorandum,

the Aims and Principles of the Cheshire

Homes have been sufficiently clearly set

down for us to get on with our work,

There is nothing more, now, that l have

to say except to thank you for your

extraordinary patience towards me in

my fumbling attempts at chairing this

Conference.

Group Captain Cheshire. The only thing

that remains to be done is to declare

the Conference closed. It was for the

Chairman to do that, but he has

suggested that i should. Arising out of

the discussions we have had there will

no doubt be a great many informal con-

versations taking place as to how we

can implement what we have set our-

selves to do. For my part, I can't tell

you how much it means to me that you

have all come, from far and near, to

this Conference. Seeing you here makes

me vividly picture the Homes you repre-

sent, and recall the struggles you have

been through, and those who have

helped in the past but are no longer

with us.

It is a great pleasure, as well, to realise

that at least we have begun to see how

the Cheshire Foundation and my wife's

Foundation could work more closely to-

gether. Every organisation has its

strength, and no doubt its weaknesses,

and I think we can learn from each

other and the bodies associated with us.

I attach the greatest importance to this

learning from others, and the linking up

with others for the betterment of those

we want to help. One delegate spoke of

how the needs of the world today make

it no longer possible to live in isolation.

Yes, but it isn't always easy to work

together. But I am sure we shall find

many ways in which it can be done.

Before the Conference closed, the Group

Captain expressed grateful thanks to all

the many people who had played a part

in organising it. Amongst others, he

mentioned Mrs, Mary Peters, the Con-

ference Secretary; Mr. Wilfrid Russell,

Chairman of the Conference Committee;

Mrs. Margot Gibb (Margot Mason),

who looked after hospitality and other

matters; Major General Virendra Singh

and Sir Adetokunbo Ademola for their

Chairmanship of some important

sessions; and Sir Edmund Davies for

being a most excellent Chairman of the

whole Conference.

Lt. Col. P. Kak (India), on behalf of the

overseas delegates, then thanked Group

Captain Cheshire and the UK. Cheshire

Foundation for their very generous

hospitality. 'We have been most com-

fortably looked after, and our needs

attended to in every way. We are

extremely grateful'.

 

QEdiIoriul Note on the Report

I At the Conference, the various discussions rather tended to be

i jumbled together. In order to make this Report as clear as

‘ possible it has been thought best to arrange the debates under

: their appropriate subject headings, noting in which

, Session each particular discussion occurred.
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Open Day at Le Court

Most of the delegates were invited to

Le Court on the Sunday for the Open

Day held in their honour; they travelled

from London in a fleet of cars and

coaches. Unfortunately, rain began to

fall just before they arrived, and con-

tinued all day. The visitors were rather

wet when they assembled in the large

marquee on the lawn for sherry, followed

by lunch. There was a very relaxed

atmosphere as they all sat back after-

wards to hear Mr. Hampden lnskip,

Chairman of Le Court, introduce the

three speakers, After the speeches, the

delegates were conducted round the

Home by residents, staff and Service

Corps trainees.

Sir John Weston, the Warden, first out-

lined the development of the Home over

these past 21 years. Le Court started

in an old house, which became unsafe.

Money was found to construct a new

purpose-built Home accommodating 32

residents. During the ensuing years

alterations and additions were made to

increase the total number of residents

to 39, to provide further staff accomo-

dation, and to extend the workshop.

More recently, a new 15<bed unit for the

very severely disabled has been opened,

as well as the hostel and study centre

for the Service Corps. Another innova-

tion is the staff social club building. To

coincide with the 2lst Anniversary of

the Home, a large»scale appeal has been

launched this year to further extend the

main building and so provide more office

space, more staff sitting rooms, and

more single room accommodation for

residents.

About half the residents (the total num—

ber is at present 54) are maintained by

the Wessex Regional Hospital Board,

and the other half by various local

authorities. The revenue from these

sources, however, does not cover our

costs, and the deficit last year was

something like £13,000. We generally

make good this short-fall by means of

charitable income of all kinds——

donations and subscriptions from

individual well—wishers, fete proceeds,

and contributions from Support Groups.

Despite the outward look of solidarity

and prosperity, finance is a continuous

problem, especially as costs are con-

tinually rising. We do reach an annual

agreement with the R.H.B. and the local

authorities on the rate that they should

pay. This, however, is retrospective (ie.

it enables us to recover increases in cost

over the previous year); in effect, it

means we are generally running on an

overdraft—which is expensive.

The administrative structure is con-

ventional in the sense that we have a

management committee, admissions

committee, fete committee, Le Court

Association (support groups) com-

mittee, and appeals committee. The

Service Corps committee also sits at

Le Court. Residents and staff have

elected representatives on all these

committees, except the admissions

committee. So the residents and the

staff take part in all policy making and

all executive decisions; they have the

power to vote where necessary.

Over the years, Le Court has evolved

its own interpretation of the aims and

principles of the Foundation. This is set

out in our brochure as including—a

secure home for the residents for as

long as they wish to stay; a minimum

of rules and restrictions; an opportunity

for residents and staff to exercise

initiative and responsibility; an emphasis

on residents' personalities rather than on

their medical condition; and to provide

a community where residents, staff and

voluntary helpers are associated in a

common enterprise, with an informal

atmosphere, mostly on a Christian name

basis, and with the staff wearing no

formal uniform.

Mr. David Martin, Chairman of the Resi-

dents' Committee endorsed the

welcome to the Delegates on behalf of

all the residents at Le Court_ He went

on to speak about what it is like to be

a resident at the Home and what makes

Le Court tick.

Le Court is a queer place. It is like an

amiable octopus with its tentacles

spread out, and once one gets near

enough to be clutched in its embrace

one is drawn in closer. It is like getting

married, I suppose; you are in 'for

better for worse, for richer for poorer

_ till death us do part‘.

Le Court is a home with a small 'h', the

sort of home where the residents call

the Matron 'Mum' and, although We

never heard anyone refer to Sir John

as Big Daddy, he is there in case of

need. Sir John has told you of his work

on the administrative side. One very

important thing he omitted was to tell

you that he also acts as father con-

fessor, counsellor and guide, if needed.

Also, in his capacity as Warden,

although we have no rules and regula-

tions, he sometimes acts as DC. Troops,

and is quite capable of delivering a

rocket when necessary.

Le Court is a place where residents

have complete autonomy, self-determin-

ation and independence to a degree. By '

that I mean that within the bounds of , "

our physical incapacity we can do just ‘ '

as we like, and as one could in a normal - 5

family. Residents run the workshop, and ‘ :

a shop from which most of the Welfare

finance is derived, The difficulty here at ‘3 i

Le Court is finding sufficient people to

do the work, For we are split three ,

ways; there are those who can and do 1

those who would but cannot ‘ ‘

because of their physical disability; and i ‘

work;

those who just sit around and loaf any- .

way. Because Le Court is a classless 1

community without any rules or regula- l ,

tions there is nothing one can do about

the situation except grin and bear it.

After all, this is a democracy, and if‘

you want to loaf you can loaf. '

A point I would like to make is that

when it comes to spending Welfare

Funds there is no necessity for us to

consult the Administration. But, of.

course, we do, purely as a matter of‘

courtesy.

Where residents sit on the Management, ‘

and other Committees, it is not just a

token concession for the sake of

appearances. It is not just ’there, he's a 1

good boy—let him have his say, and

we'll do as we like anyway'. Far from

it. The residents' voices and opinions

are heard and taken notice of. Failure to

do so would result in a very vocal

outcry.

l have heard people from other Cheshire

Homes ask how it is that Le Court

manages to function successfully with‘

the residents having such a degree of

independence. Is there something

special about the Le Court residents?

Are they selected from, shall we say,

a better type of disabled person? Let

me assure you—-the answer to this is

an emphatic ‘No!’
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We don't really need highly skilled

nursing here at Le Court. if we are sick

we go into hospital, where the doctors

and nurses do their darndest to kill or

cure. Here, what we need is tender,

loving care. It doesn't matter whether

a girl can't tell a milligram from a milli-

meter so long as she knows enough

not to hoist a resident six feet in the

air and drop him with a splintering

crash into a wheelchair, Tender, loving

care is what we need— and, by golly!

we get it.

But nothing of what I’ve told you could

be done without a forward-thinking

Management Committee, Administration,

and Service Corps leadership.

Miss C. Croisdale, Administrator of the

Service Corps, then spoke' of her work.

The idea of a Service Corps, with its

own training scheme, was first thought

of by the Group Captain as far back as

1962. There were, however, many

difficulties.

Eventually, the Irish Foundation provided

the springboard to action. In 1965, the

6.0., who thought quite rightly that

there was a great potential in Eire,

discussed the project with the Ardeen

Management Committee, and gained

their wholehearted support. Mrs.

McSharry, the Secretary of the lrish

Foundation, undertook the recruitment

and administration while Miss Kerr and

Sister Cavanagh devised an introductory

course.

Progress in England went more slowly.

Miss Andree Ullens, the first administra-

tor of the Corps, started in December

1964, and did much survey work in

the UK. and Eire, It was not until

the appointment of Miss Hilda Moore

in November 1965 that actual training

was able to start in England, and then

only under difficulties, as the

 

accommodation at Le Court was not

ready. Our first set of trainees was

centred at Greenhill House, Timsbury.

In November 1967, the present Study

Centre at Le Court was completed, and

set No. 7 was the first to live and work

in it.

Miss Moore retired. Miss Chapman (the

Tutor of the Corps) and i joined forces

at Le Court. And together we have done

our best to bring the good ideas of

many others to fruition. We have reached

Set. No. 12, and the Study Centre is

now well established.

The eighteen—month course is divided

into three distinct parts. The first, the

preliminary period, is mainly devoted to

theoretical instruction. It consists of 17

weeks, 11 spent studying at Le Court,

four weeks working in a Cheshire Home,

and four weeks, at the moment, work-

ing at the Royal Hospital and Home for

lncurables, Putney. At the end, theoreti-

cal examinations are held, the resulting

marks recorded on the certificates which

are awarded to successful students at

the end of the course,

The second part is called the.practica|

experience period. It is spent in Cheshire

Homes that have agreed to help with

our training. Each student arrives at the

Home armed with a chart of the various

skills she or he, should acquire while

there. Her progress is recorded by a

system of assessments, combined with

as many personal visits as Miss Chap-

man and I can manage. We are entirely

dependent on the Homes for this

practical tuition.

All Homes differ, and require a diversity

of skills from members of the staff. 80

the third period, known as the pool,

consists of placements in three different

Homes to gain as far as possible just

    

   

   

  

    

  

    

  

  

   

   

   
   

   

   

   

 

   
    

   

   

 

    

  

   

   

    

   

    

   

   

    

  

    

  
    

  

this very experience. Each student has

at least five placements during her train.

ing. At the end of the year, each set

returns to the Study Centre for practical

assessment, and one week’s senior

study. Then at the end of the course

they come back for a final study week,

and those who are successful receive

their badges and certificates.

The subjects taught during the course

are: psychology, community and public

health; aspects of the Cheshire Founda~

tion; basic care of the disabled residents;

biology, and diseases relating to dis-

ability; first aid; and domestic science.

Our aim is that all those completing the

course should be sufficiently responsible

to deputise for a Matron in her short off-

duty periods.

During the training, those who are

interested are able to do a short house-

keeping course at Stonecroft—the

course arranged by Miss Driffill. We are

making arrangements for a special

course in cooking; this seems to be a

must in Cheshire Homes.

At present, 58 members of the Service

Corps are either qualified, or in the

process of training. 19 of these are

graduates working in Cheshire Homes in

the UK. and Eire. Four are doing S.R.N.

training, and two are doing S.E.N.

training.

We have four graduates waiting for an

opportunity to work overseas. It is not

known yet whether what we are doing

is of any value to the Overseas Homes,

and i should like the views of delegates

on this. I am also wondering if we

could achieve some sort of exchange of

students, so that eventually the over-

seas Homes and the English Homes get

to know more about each other.
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“Heavy‘

utSmg

Its

From: Paul Hunt, Le Court, Liss, Hants.

Doreen Swift’s article on the 'heavy

nursing’ wing at Le Court raises some

interesting points. I strongly support her

statement that the Cheshire Foundation

should try to help those who are even

more severely disabled than many in

the Homes at present. On some other

issues, however, I find myself disagree-

ing with her. I should particularly like

to question her concluding statement

that the best way of helping the severely

disabled is by attaching special units to

existing Cheshire Homes.

I do not doubt that if this is done there

may be certain benefits to both old and

new residents and staff. But in my view

these are far outweighed by the

disadvantages, many of which have be-

come evident in the last two years at

Le Court. I hope the Foundation will

conduct some alternative experiments

before any major policy decisions are

taken on this matter. My own belief is

that, first of all, the attempt should be

made to integrate fully the very

severely disabled into ordinary-sized

Homes (by the provision of extra staff,

equipment, and facilities such as single

rooms in newly opened Homes).

Secondly, if separate units are thought

necessary, these should be sited in or

near towns, and not stuck on to exist-

ing Homes that are already quite large

enough.

As Miss Swift acknowledges, staffing

the new unit at Le Court has been a

continual problem. It seems fair to

assume that this is at least partly due

to the isolated situation. If new Homes

for the severely disabled were situated in

or near towns, it would almost certainly

be easier to recruit staff. The idea of

building houses for married staff near

existing isolated Homes may be a useful

expedient, but the necessity for it

should surely be avoided in future. For

everyone's benefit, staff should in

general be living out in society at large,

not in ghetto-like groups of dwellings

attached to Homes.

For the severely disabled residents, the

siting of Homes in populated areas

would have other benefits as well.

Relatives and friends would find it easier

to visit, and many residents would not

have to tear up their roots and move

away miles from home. Together with

the greater availablity of voluntary

helpers, proximity of shops, pubs.

churches, cinemas and so on, these are

factors which in my opinion outweigh

any vague advantages drawn from

attachment to existing Homes.

It may be argued that the attachment

solution is cheaper both to run and to

staff. Some services are already pro-

vided and can be shared, and the land

usually belongs to the Foundation. It is

true that running costs may be margin-

ally cheaper, but it is doubtful whether

any significant further savings are made

once one reaches 30 beds or so. It is

also true that land in or near towns is

more expensive. But, given the will, sites

can be found—as the Foundation has

proved on occasion. And l have long

been of the opinion that central and

local government should help with the

capital costs of voluntary Homes. The l ‘V

needs of the most severely disabled

would provide the ideal issue on which .

to hinge a campaign to achieve greater

government help.

A second major argument against Miss

Swift's solution concerns size. If there j

is one issue on which residents of quite ‘

different outlooks are united it is that ‘

Homes should be as small as possible, ‘

and never in any case larger than 30‘

beds. By the addition of 15 beds in the

new unit, Le Court now has a total of ‘

54 residents, plus a large staff, which. 3

brings the total of people involved to‘

well over 100.

For new and old residents alike, this is

a very big community to call ’home'.

One cannot avoid quite necessary 1

elements of institutional living coming‘

in, Senior staff are busier, management j

committee members are less likely to‘

get to know residents and staff. New‘

staff cannot be introduced to everyone. .

Changes are taking place the whole time ‘

that are outside one's immediate sphere,

yet which may affect one's life

intimately. Communications are more 3

difficult and must be made more formal.

For both residents and staff, it is

impossible to spend time with more ,

than a few people each day if one is to

get any work done— so there are many ‘ ‘

people one rarely sees or speaks to.

The increase in numbers is undoubtedly

felt as a threat by many residents, and

it can eventually lead to apathy and

withdrawal. Problems are so big, and

so many people are involved in every-

thing, that residents tend to resign

themselves to events instead of trying

to influence them. The temptation is to ..

retreat into a private world of one’s

own affairs. ‘

At a time when both government and‘

expert opinion, and the expressed

preference of residents, favour small,

personal units, it would be a great pity

if the Cheshire Foundation repeated the

Le Court experiment. This to my mind

has clearly shown two things. The first

is that the most severely disabledi

people can live active, unregimented and

unhospitalised lives, given the chance

and the necessary unobtrusive back~

ground care. The second point is that

these things become progressively more

difficult to achieve the bigger, and there-

fore the more impersonal, the Home

becomes.
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“Impressions

ofatz

OVCIScas

‘DeIegate

Lt. Col. Prem Kak, Trustee,

Cheshire Homes India, writes

about the thoughts in his mind at

the International Conference in

London. It was Col. Kak who, at

the end of the Conference, gave

the speech of thanks, on behalf of

all overseas delegates, to the U.K.

Foundation for their hospitality.

Tape Contacts

With soft spoken words and a ‘smile in his voice' Leonard Cheshire offered the ’

solutions to the many questions that had been so earnestly discussed during the

Conference by the many men and women of the widespread Cheshire 'empire'.

This Conference was for many overseas visitors an introduction to the Cheshire

family, beginning with none other than the father of the Founder, the learned Dr.

G. C. Cheshire, who has been his son’s greatest supporter in his early work. That

work started more or less as a wild dream, yet has been crowned with astounding

success. The Conference closed with another member of the family, little Elizabeth,

the Group Captain's daughter, who added tremendously to our feeling of belonging

to one family group. it was fitting too that Sue Ryder celebrated her birthday during

our stay in London.

it must have been a great inspiration to the 6.0. to see such a response from his

overseas family. A great many people worked with zeal and devotion to organise the

Conference, and those of us coming from overseas were very generously looked

after. Accommodation was most comfortable in the Hall of Residence, and our

special dinners at the Festival Hall and the House of Commons were delightful

occasions. We must also thank the Management of Le Court for a most enjoyable

and interesting day.

Wilfrid Russell, who has been one of the stalwarts of the Foundation, and his wife

Sheila, did much to make our visitors welcome. Sir Edmund Davies, an admirable

Chairman, conducted the Conference with clarity, confidence and wit.

We were glad to meet Barbara Coleman, who was such an inspiration to us in India

during our early days; and Josephine Collins who is a pillar of support to Raphael.

it was one of our greatest pleasures to find so many residents of the Homes

participating in the Conference. All spoke except one—Frank Spath of Le Court—

who as Editor of the Cheshire Smile, and in constant communication with the whole

Cheshire organisation—would agree that the pen is mightier than the word.

To us who sometimes feel isolated in our efforts to survive it was a great comfort to

be made aware that we belong to a large family all of whose members understand

and sympathise with our problems, because they themselves have already been

through these same difficulties. This family spirit which links us together and makes

us all friends whenever and wherever we meet is a tremendous stimulant. In a world

where countries and continents regard each other with suspicion, this Cheshire family

which draws its members from a wide variety of opinions can lead us to a higher

destiny. it also brings us together in a spirit of fraternity and friendship which must

set a noble example of the power of love.

This is probably the greatest lesson learnt at the International Conference. This is the

message that we shall take back with us to our various Homes all over the world.

The idea of communicating by tape is growing. Greathouse Cheshire Home has

now established regular contact by tape with Miss Irene Pereira (of the Lisbon

Home), whose stay in England two years ago was reported in the 'Smile'. They

were delighted to hear her beautiful voice singing 'Those were the days, my friend'

in perfect English. Greathouse has also kept up contact in a similar manner with

Miss Frances Hopwood, who returned to her native Rhodesia, and now lives in

Bulawayo.

 

Lines Car Competition

 

The annual Car Competition in Lincolnshire run by Mr. N. M. Middlebrook of Boston

was won this year by F/Sgt. Alistair Macneill of Kinross, who has received a new

Mini-Traveller. The £950 profit is being distributed equally between the two

Lincolnshire Homes, Hovenden House and Stonecroft House, and the overseas

Homes at Addis Ababa (Ethiopia), Marrakech (Morocco), and Likoni, Mombasa

(Kenya).

 



W G C at

CHawthom

6Lodge

The Group Captain getting to know

seven-year-old John at Hawthorn

Lodge.

Everyone connected with Hawthorn Lodge, the Dorchester Cheshire Home for

Mentally Handicapped Children, was delighted to welcome Group Captain Cheshire

and his secretary, Miss J. Masters, when they visited the Home during the summer.

An informal buffet lunch was given for the visitors to meet the President, the

Management Committee and Friends of the Home. The Weymouth Friends delighted

Matron by presenting her with the keys to a beach chalet at Weymouth for the use

of the children and staff.

G.C. spent some time with the younger and more disabled children. He also met the

16 children who daily attend the training centre at Bridport. Theo, aged 8, found

in GO. a captive audience for his piano recital of ‘Humpty Dumpty'.

After supper with the staff the Group Captain viewed, with a critical eye, some slides

taken recently at the Home. He was astonished at the improvements in the Home

since his last visit and was most impressed by the new purpose-built extension. He

expressed the hope that those connected with other Homes might be able to visit

Hawthorn Lodge from time to time.

N.G.B.

 
 

See You at Caister! Holidays for the Disabled are arranging their 1970 Annual Holiday at Caister-on-Sea

Holiday Camp, Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, from Friday 1st May to Friday 8th May. It is

for physically disabled people and members of their families from any part of the

country. There will be no age limits, and the charges will be £8 10s. 0d. for adults and

£4 Os. 0d. for children under 13. There will be a full programme of outings and camp

entertainments. Organised groups should be accompanied by sufficient escorts to

look after their needs, but experienced voluntary helpers will be available to look

after individual applicants and very small groups unable to provide escorts. Further

details and application forms can be obtained from the Hon. Secretary, Holidays for

the Disabled, 153 Sussex Gardens, London W.2.
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‘What

9065 011

by Stephen Smith

What are the normal day-by-day

happenings in a typical Cheshire

Home? Stephen Smith of

Hovenden House, Lincolnshire,

describes some of the things that

go on at his Home.
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i am writing to tell you the sort of thing that goes on in a Cheshire Home. "’

We here at Hovenden House have many outings in the summer time. And many

visitors come to entertain us. Such as the Swinehead Youth Club who came in

July to give a concert, and it was highly hilarious. We all had a good laugh.

And we all joined in the community singing.

One of our most important dates is the Fete, held on 5th July, and opened by the

Tulip Queen. We had our work on sale—handicrafts and embroidery—of which we

sold the lot.

We all have our various hobbies. l myself do painting. And over the ten years I've

been here l have collected quite a number, some good and some not so good. But

I am only an amateur. Two weeks ago an artist started to come to teach us how

to do watercolour painting. She is a retired head teacher.

I do cane work as well. in fact, most of us do. And one of the hardest workers in

the Home is Derek Crane, who does cane work with his mouth.

One highlight at the Home was the marriage two years ago of two residents here

—Fred and Eileen. They have quarters in the new extension. And another couple

were married on 5th July—Margaret and John. They were not so lucky, as there

was no more room for another married couple, A flat has been found for them

in a Cheshire Home at Godalming in Surrey. Anyway, we wish them all the happiness

in the world.

We went to Family Day at Stonecroft House on 25th June, at which all the East

Midland Cheshire Homes got together for a chat. And to collect the prizes of the

Competition between the Homes in the Region. The judges had a difficult job in

judging the articles. They were of the highest standard. And the individual prize

was given to Fred Bradshaw for his table lamp made from a wine bottle encrusted

with seashells. Hovenden won eight first prizes. But the Cup went to Staunton

Harold for the best work. We came third.

We went for our annual outing to Skegness. There were about 60 disabled people

altogether, including the Holbeach Friendship Club. We had lunch at the Imperial ‘

Hotel when we arrived. And friends of the Inner Wheel were good enough to push l

us around the shops and the amusements. By the time we had finished it was time

for tea in the garden of Mrs. Beyes. What a scrumptious tea it was.

At our Fete, Joe's rug was won by Mrs. Elsom, who is a very good friend to us.

And is inviting us to her garden party on 2nd August—which is another annual

event. Mrs. Elsom is a very lucky person too. She won the car in our first

competition organised by Mr. Middlebrook, who is another friend of Hovenden

from Boston. He and his untiring helpers sell tickets in aid of our Homes. Part of

the proceeds go to Cheshire Homes abroad. Another part goes to Stonecroft House.

At our Fete this year we had more entertainment than ever before. Apart from the

usual stalls, we had wrestling, trampoline artists, a woman acrobat on a swing 30

feet in the air. And a dance attended by 400 people at 30s. a head. There were two

bands, one a steel band. And they played till gone three o'clock next morning.

Which kept me awake for two hours. And then lulled me asleep. Also there was

a barbecue of lamb chops and chicken. And bingo—unfortunately, I did not

win anything.

And Dennis Wooddin's band comes at Christmas, and Bank Holidays. We have a

grand time. Each resident has to do a party piece—either sing, or say some

monologue or poetry. And a good time is had by all.

The unsung heroes of Hovenden are the teachers of the handicraft cane work.

They work their fingers to the bone helping us. If it wasn't for them no cane work

would be done.

We go on holiday every year. Mostly to Caister Holiday Camp. We go for a

change, to see new faces, and meet old friends again. We are well looked after by

voluntary helpers. It's a marvellous sight seeing a thousand disabled people all

tucking into their meals. Then at night there are first class shows. And trips to

Wroxham on the Broads. Also cruising down the river in motor boats. And letting

the gulls take titbits out of your hand. I was delighted with this.

 



Stephen Smith. Photo: Lincolnshire Free

Press

 

One of the people who make this holiday possible is Dennis Bennett, who works

untiringly for Hovenden. His main work is manager at Tindall's Mills. He is Chief

Scout at Holbeach, and sits on our Fete Committee, And finds time to organise the

Caister Holiday. If this is not enough, he also sees, ably assisted by Maurice, that

everyone who wants to goes to the Handicapped Club. Dennis has been doing all

this for 12 years.

One of the most memorable occasions for us at Hovenden was back in January

1961. When we were presented to the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh at

Sandringham. It was raining heavily when we set off. And it was still raining when

we arrived there. We had to wait for the Royal Family to come out of church. And

when they came out the sun shone brilliantly. And they smiled at us. The Duke

broke the ice by saying to the Queen, ”Let them all have a dekko at us." And we

all laughed. The Queen said, "My secretary told me to expect you. How far have

you come?" When we replied from Fleet, she said she had been through it, It was

disappointing that nobody was allowed to take a camera into the grounds. So we

had to be content to take photographs outside the gates. But we were so thrilled,

it didn't seem to matter, It was well worth going.

We have our bus to thank for that trip. And the drivers. For without it and them,

we should not get out and about. The bus was given by Sir Henry Price, head of

Bedford Motors, in 1960, He was a great friend of Sir Herbert Butcher, Conservative

candidate for Lindsey and Holland, who came to look round the Home, and saw

the need of a bus for us. He got in touch with Sir Henry, and the bus arrived

two months later. Since then it has clocked many thousands of miles.

The family is growing every year. At the moment there are 34 residents. I

personally think there is no Home better than Hovenden House for disabled persons.

We are eternally grateful to Group Captain Cheshire. And also to Mr. Worth who

gave Hovenden House for our benefit. We are also grateful to thousands of others,

including the Committee, who have made this Home a success. On this footnote,

I will say thank you, And God Bless You All.

 

 



 

 

 

 

Topical items, facts and views from

the Cheshire Homes all over the

world. This section will be a news

miscellany of interest to readers in

general. So please send us brief

accounts of what you’ve been

doing and thinking recently.

Group Captain’s Visit

to Ireland

Here in Ireland we were delighted to

have the Group Captain on a brief visit

from 13th to 20th September. We were

also glad to see Frank Spath, who

stayed at the Barrett Cheshire Home,

and his escort, Carmel Short, Secretary

of the UK. Cheshire Foundation, both

oi whom were attending the 11th

World Congress of the International

Society for Rehabilitation of the Dis-

abled. Dr. Margaret Agerholm, a Trustee

of the UK. Foundation, and Albert Baker

from Le Court, were also over for the

Congress.

The official opening of the Barrett

Cheshire Home had been fixed for Sun~

day the 14th, the Minister of Health,

Erskine Childers, performing the

ceremony, with the Group Captain as

guest of honour. Conor A. Maguire,

Chairman of the Irish Foundation intro-

duced the Minister to the august

gathering in the Home.

In May 1968, Miss Eliza Barrett died,

leaving her nursing home to our Founda—

tion to be run as a Cheshire Home. Now,

thanks to the great efforts'of many

people, the house is fully equipped and

established, with 24 residents and

already a very happy atmosphere, We

were lucky to be able to retain the

services of Sister Meagher, who was

the Matron of the nursing home. A good

deal of praise must go to her for the

work she put in during the past year

whilst the house was being converted

and redecorated. This reconstruction
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work cost over £22,000, although the ,,

Committee had only £13,000 at the start

—this sum having been raised over the

past eight years. The large overdraft

at the bank has now to be paid off. The

G.C. stayed at the Barrett Cheshire

Home, and it was a great encouragement

to everyone to have him there.

That same evening, the Committee held

an At Home there, intended for the

many people who help in all sorts of

ways. They were able to meet the Group

Captain and see the finished Home. it

was a very jolly evening.

We are at present making preparations

to start building on the wonderful site

in Phoenix Park, Dublin, which has been

given to the Foundation for a nominal

rate. When this materialises, the G.C.

told us that Ireland would be the only

country in the world to have two

Cheshire Homes (for the physically

handicapped) in its capital city.

On the Tuseday, the GC. spent an

enjoyable time with the residents and

staff at Ardeen, Co. Wicklow, which was

Ireland's first Cheshire Home. It now has

32 residents, and is the centre for the

irish girls who join the Service Corps.

The Home has recently seen the addition

of a beautiful workroom-cum-ohapel,

which has helped things there quite a

lot.

Then on the Wednesday, G.C. was guest

of honour at St. Patrick’s Cheshire Home

at Tullow, Co. Carlow, for the opening

of their new workroom-cum-chapel. This

Home has been open since 1967, and

accommodates at present 36 residents;

it has the advantage of being all on one

 



level, and there is a separate nurses

home in the grounds.

During the rest of the week, the Group

Captain attended the |.S.R.D. Congress,

gave a talk to Viatores Christi

(Voluntary Corps of Overseas Workers),

had a working dinner with the Trustees

of the Irish Foundation, and managed to

fit in a few games of tennis as well.

Looking back on that busy and enjoyable

week, we all feel it was great to have

so many distinguished visitors over

here. We hope they all felt their Irish

hosts had made them welcome. We

hope too that they considered their

journeys well worth all the time and

trouble spent. On behalf of Ireland, I

would just like to apologise for the

weather—but surely it didn’t make all

that difference!

Margaret McSharry (Secretary,

Cheshire Foundation in Ireland)

(be/ow left) At the opening of the

Barrett Cheshire Home. Mrs. S. Huet,

Chairman of the Management Committee

talks to Group Captain Cheshire. In the

centre is Miss Barbara Keating, from

Mauritius, who has just passed her law

finals at University College, Dublin. She

has spent much time working

voluntarily both at the Dublin Home and

at the one in Mauritius.

(right) Elizabeth McCabe, a

resident at the Barrett Cheshire Home,

made this R.A.F. doll which she

presented to the Group Captain,

Photos: Irish Press.

Canadian Cirl Pipers

A 'pipe band unusual' visited Mayfield

in August. There was a blaze of colour

as they came through the gateway with

bagpipes piping. Yes, a band with a

difference, It was the Vancouver Ladies’

Pipe Band. They had saved up to pay

their fares all the way from Vancouver

in order to enter various Highland Games

competitions in Ayr, Glasgow, and other

towns.

Courage Unimpaired

An amazing example of courage was

shown to Mayfield House when Graham

Guest arrived to stay for a week in

Septemberi They listened with awe

informed that he had flown towhen

London and Edinburgh, and was going

to fly back (alone all the way) to

Amsterdam and Rome, and so on to his

home in Australia. Graham is confined

to a wheelchair, and in order to

communicate with anyone he points to

what he calls his talking board, which

has the alphabet on it. He is the editor

of the Spastics Magazine in Australia.

How is that for a load of courage?

Maiten Hall

Completed

For several months now, the lift and

the upstairs accommodation at Matfen

Hall have been in operation. Residents

are settling down in these upper rooms.

All that remained was to hold the official

 
opening of this part of the Home—

which constituted Phase Two of the

conversion. This took place on 14th

September, and was performed by the

former Chairman, Squadron Leader

James Rush, whilst Fr. Macnamarrah and

the Rev. J. Horner dedicated the new

part, The present Chairman, Mr, Ben

Worthington, in his speech, expressed

the thoughts of all at the Home on what

was quite an important occasion.

Cotswold Airborne

We, the residents of the Cotswold

Home at Cheltenham, were fortunate to

have a wonderful sunny afternoon for

our visit to the Coventry Aero Club.

We were welcomed by our Chairman
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and his wife, Mr. and Mrs. Threading-

ham, who are members of the Club.

It was of course due to them that some

of us had our first flight that day. Who

knows?—one of us some day might go

by rocket to the moon!

After a welcome beverage, we went air-

borne in the plane shown in the picture

(which holds five including the pilot),

looking down on the green roof of

Coventry Cathedral. Then we made for

Kenilworth, Warwick and Leamington

Spa, and so back to terra firma. To cap

the treat, we were guests at a

sumptuous meal afterwards. We made

many new friends that afternoon.

See 'Cotswold Airborne'

Gift for Marske

Marske Hall, the Teesside Cheshire Home,

has received a wonderful gift from Lord

Ronaldshay, son and heir of the Marquis

of Zetland, whose family gave the Hall

to the Cheshire Foundation seven years

ago.

The gift comprises two-and-a-half acres

of land at the back of the Hall, now in

use as a walled-in market garden, as well

as a building alongside. Security of

tenure is arranged for the present tenant

for as long as he requires, but it is

known that he intends to give up the

garden in the near future.

It is too early to say how this extra

land will be used, but it does mean

that Marske Hall will have an opportun-

ity to improve its environment as well

as to plan for ultimate developments.

617 Squadron Helps

Oaklands

Once again, the St. Annes-on-Sea

Support Group (run by the Church Road

Methodists) of the North Lance Cheshire

Home organised a fund-raising week in

October with the help of many members

of 617 Squadron, RAF. The target they

set themselves was, appropriately

enough, £617.

On Saturday the 11th—the day that

Group Captain Cheshire was actually

opening the Garstang Home—Squadron

Leader Rush, former Chairman of Matfen

Hall, gave a talk on 'The Legend of
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Leonard Cheshire', in the Church Hall.

And on the Sunday, various services

were held at the Church, with some

famous figures giving the sermons, and

a party from the Garstang Home attend-

ing.

Amongst other events during the week

were a soccer match (one side being a

team from the present 617 Squadron);

a Dem Busters Ball at the Locarno

Ballroom, Blackpool; and a Sportsmans'

Forum with James Mossop of the Sun-

day Express as Chairman.

Mini llun for Mayfield

Two residents at Mayfield House, Bobby

Kean and Andrew Laurie, once worked

with the G.P.O. It was because of this

that the Home has recently been pre-

sented with a mini-van by the G.P.O.

Transport Welfare Fund. The van will

save the Home using their larger bus

when only a few residents wish to go

out.

Garden Feles

Eric Winstone at Dulwich

The Athol House fete on 20th September

was opened by Eric Winstone, band-

leader, TV and radio personality, and

author of books for children.

On these fete days, the beautiful garden

is transformed into a place of gaiety,

with a variety of stalls, sideshows and

bunting everywhere, More and more

children carry balloons as the day goes

on (one child had a balloon attached to 

her plait), making the garden look even

more festive. The biggest attraction

were the two veteran cars, a 1904

Wolseley, and a 1908 Dalgliesh—the

latter, we understand, being the only

one surviving out of the 12 originally

produced. Guests were offered rides in

the Wolseley to the Crystal Palace and

back for 10 shillings a time. Quite an

amount of money was raised.

Eric Winstone (with his wife) stayed all

afternoon, and spent the time auto-

graphing copies of his latest book as

well as of his latest LP record.

The fete was organised by Mr. Henry

Price, a local businessman, supported

by South London Rotary Clubs, Round

Tables, Ladies' Circles, and other groups.

It was a most successful day.

Marjorie Wrist

At Hovingham Hall

On 7th June, a very successful garden

party for Alne Hall was held at Hoving-

ham Hall, Yorkshire, by kind permission

of Sir William and Lady Worsley. Two

of the main attractions were a helicopter

display by the RAF, and a Teddy

Bears' Picnic by permission of the

Flamingo Park Zoo officials. Over £1,000

was made, and the Appeals Committee

under their Chairman, Mr. Mann, are

to be congratulated for all their hard

work.



Jack of All Trades

In the hustle and bustle of Cheshire

Home life, members of the staff who

get on with their work quietly and

conscientiously, always giving that little

bit extra, often tend to be overlooked.

One such staff member at Kenmore

Cheshire Home, in Yorkshire, is Wally

Ramshaw, the senior male orderly,

pictured above.

‘He has been with us several years now,

and is really indispensable. He cares for

the residents, drives the van and takes

them out on trips, sees to electrical and

mechanical faults, distributes papers,

decorates the house, lays concrete on

paths, knocks walls down and builds

them up, and, when the cook is away,

will even cook an excellent dinner for

us all. He will listen to anyone’s troubles

and give a little fatherly advice. We

regret he is not for transfer, even for a

large fee. We all hope we shall see his

smiling face at Kenmore for many years

to come.’

 

Wally Flamshaw

Flying to the Tulips

Reproduced from the Llanhennock News-

letter.

A party of residents and staff from

Llanhennock Cheshire Home visited the

Dutch tulip fields in April.

We left Llanhennock at 11 am. en route

for Rhoose Airport. It rained as we

loaded the bus but that was the last

rain we saw until after our return, The

flight in brilliant sunshine was perfect

and everyone went to the top of the

Euromast in Rotterdam—wheelchairs

free! We then had a lovely drive to our

Hotel 'Euraka‘ on the banks of the

Amstel, a first class meal and a look

around the city by night. Next morning,

one and a half hours in a glass covered

boat through the canals and on to the

cheese farm at Gouda. From there to

Vollendam in time for a good lunch,

served up by beautiful girls in National

costume, and lots of sight-seeing and

shopping. Next day, to Harleem and

along the seashore to visit the famous

bulb fields. Everyone loved the flowers

and the beauty of the countryside and

the kindness and helpfulness of every—

one we met. The Hotel was very com-

fortable and newly decorated, no one

being angry when we knocked off bits

of fresh paint with the wheelchairs. The

food was first class and there was plenty

of it. Verdict on the trip from residents

and staff—'Super! When can we go off

on our travels again?’

I sincerely hope that all things being

equal, we shall do a tour of Brussels and

the Mozelle Valley next year, wheel-

chairs and all.

L. Edwards

Not in the Script

Geoffrey Druett, the programme editor,

reflects on his experiences last June in

making a film about Marske Hall and

Matfen Hall for Tyne-Tees Television.

I drove down from Newcastle with feel-

ings of apprehension. What would Marske

be like? I had already been to Matfen,

and found that a Cheshire Home needn't

necessarily be a gloomy old house filled

with depression, and a staff more suited

to wardress duties than nursing. But I

still wondered, and feared the worst.

It was a hot sunny day as I parked and

looked round. I had certainly come to

the right place; there were plenty of

wheelchairs about, and plenty of people

in them. But everybody seemed to be

asleep.

Matron explained it wasn't something

the residents had eaten for lunch, but

just the after-effects of a particularly

strenuous weekend. A visit from Group

Captain Cheshire and Open Day on the

Saturday had been followed by Family

Day on the Sunday.

l was shown round with meticulous care,

before undergoing the quaint experience

of having to explain to a critical gather-

ing of all the residents (by this time

all fully awake and having tea) just

what it was we wanted. My dire pre-

dictions about the necessity of turning

the place upside down for three days.

covering the corridors with cables

designed effectively to prevent the

passage of any wheelchair, and of

people having to go to bed and get up

three times in a morning for the benefit

of the cameras were greeted with

hilarity and enthusiasm. These reactions

we found all the time. To our amaze-

ment everybody displayed a fantastic

tolerance of us throughout the filming

period.

By this time preconceived notions about

Cheshire Homes had begun to recede.

And by the time we began filming, the

informality of the administration, the

friendliness and interest of the staff and

the residents—these were the

impressions in the minds of the film

team.

What you are faced with all the time is

ordinary people who have come to

terms with life without the ability to

walk, and sometimes even to feed, wash,

or go to the lavatory by themselves.

People who may go through their

inevitable depressions—and then get on

with the business of living.

The disturbing thing about a Cheshire

Home is not the sight of disability. It's

the nagging doubt about your own

ability to cope if it happened to you.

1200 Miles by Bike

Two boys from near Slough in Bucks,

undertook a long-distance bike ride in

August from John O'Groats to Land's

End in aid of the Cheshire Foundation.

English Grammar

English Grammar is a bore

When one is only three

For if I say that 'I am you'

They say 'No! You are me‘.

by DOT of Heatherley.

 

WATCH FOR IT!

If you see news items or photographs

about the Homes in newspapers or maga-

zines, please cut them out and send them

to the Editor at Le Court, with the name

of the publication and date of issue. You

can all be news-scouts for the 'Cheshire

Smile’.
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We Shall Remember

Them. . .

Amongst recent deaths were:

Bowley—On 15th March, Ron Bowley,

a resident at Staunton Harold.

Curtis—0n 25th May, Dorothy Curtis,

a resident at The Grove for a long time.

Davies—On 12th May, Elma Davies, one

of the first residents at Marske Hall.

Garton—On 10th May, Doris Garton, a

resident at Staunton Harold since 1957.

Hollingsworth—On 8th August, William

Joseph Hollingsworth, aged 51, a

resident at Heatherley since 1961.

Hutchison—On 20th September, Mar-

garet Hutchison, aged 48, a resident at

Carnsalloch since 1967.

Shore—On 6th July, Lily Shore, a

resident at The Grove for only a few

months.

Ward—On 14th August, Robert Horace

Ward, aged 63, a resident at Heatherley

since 1965.

Would the Homes kindly send lull

details for this column direct to the

Editor.

 

Barcelona

‘llome of Friendship’

The Cheshire Home Committee in

Barcelona, Spain, took over, in June,

a house at Las Planas, a village not far

from the city. The house was given them

for three years on condition that the

one old lady who lived there was looked

after by the Home. Although small, the

building is considered sufficient to make

a start with. The Committee has been

running an intensive campaign on radio,

television, and in the press, and there

appears to have been a good response.

 

At the Covelong Home, Madras, India.

Miss Susan Gomez, the Matron (centre

back) with some of the children of

the new annexe.

 



  

Teuhouse oi the

August Moon

In South Africa, the Cheshire Homes

(Eastern Province) benefited by at least

3275 as the result of a most successful

dinner—dance held in Port Elizabeth on

23rd August.

The entire organisation of the event

was in the hands of Mrs. Trump and

Miss Coppin, who chose a 'Teahouse

of the August Moon' Chinese theme.

Held at Happy's, a local Chinese

restaurant, decorated with sprays of pink

and white blossom, the evening attracted

a capacity attendance of 234 people,

many of whom were in Chinese dress

for the occasion.

A six-course dinner, interspersed with

dancing to the Starlights orchestra, was

augmented by snacks, cigarettes and

confectionery kindly donated by local

firms.

A feature of the evening was an

exhibition of Chinese dancing. Dressed

in traditional costume and carrying

lighted lanterns, the team of Chinese

girls gave a delightful, colourful and

authentic display.

Bethlehem. Latest photograph of the

children at the Bethlehem Cheshire

Home in the Holy Land.

   

Angela Noel, published in 9

countries, offers sound tuition in

Fiction for Women. Vast market.

Stimulating and profitable hobby/

career ideal for people at home.

Low fee, easy terms.

144 Brookfield Lane.

Aughton, Ormskirk,

Lancashire.
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Music from Put Allen

Pat, of Mote House, is convinced that

learning to play the clarinet has helped

her breathing considerably, and helps to

practise deep breathing. She is deter-

mined to make a success of her playing,

having always had a yearning to master

this instrument.   

Bird Watching

Bill Hennon, of Mote House, has spent

much of his spare time bird watching

and has found much interest in a new

species. It is the lesser-coated Mini Skirt,

which seems to be popular amongst male

watchers. These birds flit about and

around Mote Park, usually with a male in

close attendance. Bill says further ob-

servations will follow.
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A memorandum circulated by the Patients' Association

If privacy is the most precious right we have, this right is forfeited the moment one

becomes a hospital patient under the NHS. Wards designed to accommodate the

sick poor in charitable institutions are not only still in use but provide the pattern for

hospitals now being built and planned, so that patients in the next century can look

forward to enduring the same conditions as the objects of Victorian charity in the

last. People who would rather not share a bedroom with members of their own

family have no choice of companions with whom to share the embarrassment and

distress of affliction. The patient is not able to talk privately to doctors and nurses,

nor to his visitors. He has perforce to adapt himself to communal living, day and

night, at a time when his greatest need may be for privacy and peace.

Some patients, it is true, would prefer not to be alone; the Patients’ Association

considers each patient should have the choice of a bed in a single room or public

ward. We are told that hospitals built to give greater privacy need not cost more

than those based on traditional designs, but in any case expense is not spared to

provide privacy in other establishments. For instance, it is doubtless a good thing

that student hostels and halls of residence are designed to allow each student a

study-bedroom to himself, but is it a worse hardship to share a study than to suffer

illness and death in public? People sentenced to imprisonment are not herded into

dormitories as are those who have the misfortune to fall ill.

Patients suffer invasion of privacy in the teaching situation where it is regarded as

perfectly normal and in order for the patient to be exposed, discussed, examined and

generally treated as a laboratory specimen by numbers of persons, usually un-

identified. In addition to the extra anxiety, pain and discomfort which are often

occasioned, many patients experience embarrassment, and a sense of outrage, and

those involved would do well to ponder the legal implications of examining patients

in such circumstances without obtaining their consent.

In regard to such teaching, the Patients' Association's policy aims, in the short term,

at ameliorating the situation and safeguarding the patient as far as possible, and in

the long term at changes in medical education to obviate group teaching on patients

altogether. For the present, patients should be given prior and fair warning of the

hospital’s teaching methods, and consulted at the time if it is proposed to use them

for teaching, and it should be made clear that they have a right to refuse, a right

which has recently been confirmed and guaranteed publicly by the Secretary of State

for the Social Services.

There are many other aspects of the denial of privacy to patients—from the handling

of medical records to the removal of organs for transplants. The patient is the most

vulnerable of citizens and it is all the more necessary, therefore, for those who care

about individual liberty to be vigilant on his behalf. The Patients' Association is the

only organisation which represents patients generally. Our efforts have produced

results—with more support we could be more effective.

(Patients' Association, 335 Gray’s Inn Road, London, WC1.
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Isn't the following quote from SHELTER relevant to the current debate on the

Cheshire Homes?

‘The home should meet two criteria: firstly, it should be a place where individuals

and families can be themselves for better or worse, and obtain peace and security,

and can flourish both mentally and physically. Secondly, it should be an effective

base for daily life, providing rest and relaxation and again, a mental and physical

strength for participation in our highly pressurised and competitive society.’

 



‘PIanning

for

‘DisabIed

cPeopIe

Planning for Disabled People in the

Urban Environment. Report of a

Research Study undertaken by the

Planning Research Unit, Department of

Urban Design and Regional Planning,

Edinburgh University. 1969, 155. (Central

Council for the Disabled, 34 Eccleston

Square, London, S.W.1.)

Michael Flanders presiding at the

Press Conference.

 

There are over one million people of all ages in Britain today who are handicapped

by poor mobility. Lack of full consideration of their needs by town planners,

architects, engineers and builders have in the past made these handicapped people

virtual prisoners in their own home. Much of the work in the last decade has

concentrated on making individual buildings accessible to disabled people and has

been mainly architectural in scope. To date little attention appears to have been given

to the total environment of a disabled person and the problems involved.

The Report, just published, could change all this. Routes are followed from the front

door of their homes to a final destination in a town centre. Modern trends in design

create special problems for those who are wheelchair bound and those who can only

get about with the aid of sticks and crutches. To help this hard-hit section of the

population special attention was given in the Study to problems created by

separating pedestrians from vehicles, multi—level shopping centres, multi-storey car

parks, underpasses and footbridges at road crossings. To make provision for the

disabled need cost no more provided it is dealt with at the earliest planning stage.

Many valuable conclusions have been reached during this 18 month study by a

University team. The recommendations and check list, which include such matters

as pedestrian distances, ground surfaces, protection from the weather, crowding,

signposting and resting places, as well as the more obvious ones such as ramps,

lifts, handrails and all aids to mobility, make this Report invaluable.

Planners, architects and engineers employed by Local Authorities and private

developers, and also disabled people themselves, and all those who are concerned

with the welfare of disabled people are urged to obtain a copy of this Report, and

see that action is taken now so that our town centres of the future are fit places for

all to enjoy.

A conference will be held in London in the Spring of 1970 under the Chairmanship of

Professor Colin Buchanan to obtain positive action on this Report—a true example of

Planning for the People.

The Report was launched with a Press conference at the R.|.B.A., London, on 22nd

July. Among those present were Michael Flanders, Oswald Denly, and three

residents from Cheshire Homes—Rosalind Chalmers, and Joan and Paul Driver.
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A Question of Numbers

42 

Before Athol House started, I was at the Oxford rehabilitation centre, Mary

Marlborough Lodge. A doctor on the Athol House Management Committee came to

see me. He said Athol House would be a small home, not too many residents.

About a dozen? I asked; the Lodge in those days had only ten beds, which

seemed about the right number. No, twenty-four, was the answer. I said that

sounded like a large number. You know how wrong l was.

Now when you increase the number of human beings in a given spot you don't

just get the same thing multiplied by two or three; you get a different thing. It's

hard to say why this should be, though most of us have noticed it. It may stem

from our evolution—anthropologists suggest that man lived as a hunter for

several hundred thousand years in family groups of not many more than a dozen.

Perhaps we instinctively recognise any group of more than 20 as an over-large

group, needing to be broken down into sub-groups.

Or perhaps it is because the larger group is more difficult to administer. An

American survey showed that the ratio of policemen to citizens was ten times as

high in New York as in the average small town. Or because in larger groups the

less assertive individuals feel that they no longer count.

When I first visited Athol House there were 12 residents. One of them did all

the catering. Another cooked the Sunday lunch. A third coped with all the

household washing from her wheelchair. When I came back here to live we were

21. Catering, cooking and washing for 21 had proved too much for the disabled

residents, and since these jobs couldn't easily be split they were now done by

able-bodied staff. The increase in numbers had changed the nature of the problem.

I visited a friend in a new Home where a dozen residents were living in a not very

convenient house. They all shared a strong sense of involvement. Later I spent a

fortnight at the home after an extension had been built and numbers increased

to thirty«eight. The place seemed far more impersonal and the sense of

involvement had gone. There were identical bathrooms, one for men, one for

women. One afternoon, I hung around with a nurse for an hour because the

'Men's' bath was in use. The 'Women's' bath was empty, but of course we

couldn't use that. How many people have separate baths in their own houses?

This kind of inflexibility comes with size.

The Chairman of the Home’s management committee agreed that something had

been lost when their numbers increased, and speculated as to whether it might

have been better to build two smaller homes on the same site.

Le Court has the greatest number of all the UK homes and one knows that the

residents have made great efforts to keep as much control of things as possible,

even winning the right to have residents on the management Committee. In a large

group certain dominant personalities always come to the fore. I remember a

chairman of Le Court residents' committee saying, 'about a third of us are

butterflies, not prepared to do anything for ourselves'. How many of these

'butterflies’ I wonder, are merely overwhelmed by numbers, feeling that there is

nothing they personally can do about anything? Might they not feel and act

differently in a smaller group?

At Athol House a residents' meeting is held once a month attended by almost

everyone as a matter of course. This means that decisions are reached by something

approaching a genuine consensus of opinion. I don't think this would work with

a larger group.

There is a constant pressure to increase numbers, partly economic. ’Twenty-one,‘

said a medical social worker recently, ’too few. Not economic.’ Her opinion was

apparently based on the results of a survey carried out some years ago by the

Ministry of Health, which showed 45 to be the economic number. What sort of

institutions were surveyed, how their costs were compared, whether the conclusions

were in any way applicable to Cheshire Homes, she did not say. But as she went

on to dismiss as 'nonsense' the idea that 45 was too large a crowd, one may

conclude that she doesn't understand the human side very well.

‘You mustn't be dogmatic about this,’ said a Trustee, on whom I was urging that

20 was the optimum size for a home. Another Trustee said, ‘I assure you that



forty is the economic number." He may be right, but I shall be sceptical until I

see the figures, and even then I shall want to know why. Perhaps the Foundation

could make a survey of the running costs of UK Homes, making due allowances

for special factors such as level of disability, isolation, and building maintenance

costs.

The other source of pressure is the size of the waiting lists, and it is perhaps

natural that the Foundation Trustees, especially aware of this need, are liable

to see part of the solution in terms of increasing the size of existing homes. The

modern trend in industry and government is towards fewer and larger units. But

with 40 or more disabled people in a home one comes close to having not a

home at all but a small chronic hospital. The answer is not bigger homes, but

more homes.

Why not try some really small homes—not more than 10 or a dozen residents——

where the residents themselves could take a large part in the running of the

home, and staff costs be kept to a minimum? The results might be surprising.

 

 

Notes and News

by Edith E. Chapman, Tutor.

Miss Phyllis (Trottie) Trow, one of the

Le Court residents, surrounded by

Set No. 12 at the Service Corps Study

Centre during their preliminary period.

Photo: Neville Thomas

The Service Corps stall at the Le Court Fete, carrying a varied selection of items,

made a profit of £37. Thanks to all members who contributed in any way,

Kathleen Brown is the first Service Corps member to be posted overseas, having

gone to the Bethlehem Children’s Home in August.

Robert Girling has started a course in residential care at Enfield Technical College,

North London.

Trained members who have changed posts are: Richard Loveland, to Mote House;

Christine Pitman, to Eithinog; Pauline Sheridan, to St. Cecilia's; and Ann Sinnott,

to Le Court East Wing.

News of Sets in training: No. 9 will be returning to the Study Centre on 25th

October for the final study week; No. 10 are at the moment in the pool period; No.

‘11 are doing the second half of the practical period. No. 12 finished their

preliminary period on 11th October.

Mr. S. W. Cain has joined the administrative staff of the Service Corps as Financial

Advisor, and organiser of the superannuation scheme available to trained members

of the Corps.

During my recent holiday I toured northern England and visited several Cheshire

Homes, including Stonecroft House, Matfen Hall and the Lake District Home. it was

pleasant to meet and talk to so many people, and also very helpful to get a picture

in my mind of the places where trainees are continually being sent, and where

they may fill vacancies for longer periods as full trained members of the Corps.
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Scrutmy

Charity Fund Raising. A Report

published by the National Council

of Social Service, London, 1969.

 

Reviewed by Sdn. Ldr. James Flush, A.F.C., Founder Chairman of the Northumberland

Cheshire Home, Matfen Hall.

The National Council of Social Service were approached by the Charity Com-

missioners to set up a Working Party to consider the national and local problems

created by charitable fund-raising. Both these bodies were aware of the many

problems which arise when charities appeal to the public for money, and especially

when modern methods of fund-raising are adopted. They were also aware of public

disquiet in certain respects concerning unethical methods used by certain charities,

and the high cost of fund-raising proportionate to what ultimately reaches the actual

purpose for which it is intended. They wished to consider issues of borderline ethics

in relation to gambling, pools, trading and other commercial activities.

Terms of Reference for the Working Party were as follows :

(a) A code of behaviour for charities in regard to fund-raising and other activities

connected therewith, such as marketing, advertising and public relations.

(b) How to make the public aware of the existence of the code, how to convey that

an individual charity has agreed to abide by it, and how to ensure that those who

profess to abide by it in fact do so.

(c) The advisability of establishing a uniform presentation of accounts, especially

as regards the segregation of fund-raising expenses from general administrative

expenses.

Complaints to Charity Commissioners. Research into the complaints made to the

Charity Commissioners about charitable fund-raising by registered charities showed

that there were a total of 356 complaints over a period of 5-} years. This was

considered an extremely small volume of complaints, even allowing for the fact that

many more complaints never reach the Charity Commissioners.

Overlap. It is considered that many charities need to be better informed of their

Welfare Services in order to avoid overlap.

Voluntary Services Future. In spite of the Welfare State the Working Party consider

that voluntary organisations for charitable fund—raising will continue to be needed for

as long as can be reasonably foreseen, and that there will be many aspects of service

into which the state cannot reach, and in which a vital contribution can be made by

voluntary effort.

Administration Expenses. The general public undoubtedly feel that in certain cases

too little of the money raised by voluntary effort reaches the people whom they

desired to help.

At the same time, it is recognised that voluntary organisations in their efforts to

function economically must not be allowed to destroy their effectiveness by reason

of stinting of essential expenditure for efficiency in administration.

Accounts should always show administration expenses as a separate heading, but it

is recognised that this may be difficult in certain charities.

Percentage. It is not considered possible to lay down a fixed percentage income

which should be an absolute limit for administration expenses.

Uniform Presentation of Accounts. The establishment of a uniform presentation of

fund-raising accounts is neither desirable nor practicable. In this respect, observation

should be made that in the Cheshire Foundation we have achieved a uniform

presentation of accounts, and this has been an immense contribution to the general

efficiency and administration of the Cheshire Homes.

it is considered that an approach should be made to the professional bodies

representing accountants and auditors for the purpose of working out comprehensive

guide lines for the establishment and maintenance of accounts generally.

Commercial Activities. There exists in Great Britain exploitation of charitable motives

by commercial concerns and undoubtedly it is in this field that there is need for

possible further legislation.

Sales Endorsement. Care should be exercised by all charities in allowing their name

to be used for commercial purposes to promote the sale of certain products.

 



Christmas Cards. The sale of Christmas cards has developed into serious competition

with commercial concerns and has questionable results. Recommendation is made to

the Association of Charities that certain professional Christmas card manufacturers

are prepared to trade mutually, and in fact pass over clear margins of profit to the

charity concerned in the tie-up.

Unsolicited Goods. No charity should authorise the sending to the public of

unsolicited goods, such as Christmas seals, etc., in such a way that there is a moral

Obligation to return or pay for the goods, or to send a donation. This aspect of

charity trading has been the cause of much friction and disquiet in charity fund-

raising.

Shop Trading can be very rewarding if efficiently managed, but there is the rub l It is

very difficult to maintain continuity of voluntary workers, and also to maintain the

supply of gifts in kind to stock the shops.

Purchase of goods for re-sale involves many aspects of officialdom, such as purchase

tax, stock records, and the vital question of what proportion is left for the charity.

Advertising should be conducted to a code with strict consideration of trading ethics,

and to enable the public to realise that it is essentially a charity and not a trading

concern.

Overlapping. Particular care should be taken to ensure that there is no overlapping of

appeals especially with regard to house-to-house collections and local appeals which

may have the effect of cancelling out effort. Details of Home Office licences should

first be obtained.

Fund-Raising Consultants. The use of fund-raising consultants is considered by the

Working Party as well within the province of correct ethics, but it should be realised

that the area covered by professional fund—raisers is a narrow one, and not all

professional fund-raising consultants are in fact successful. So far as the Cheshire

Foundation is concerned, it has of course been an established principle that no

professional fund—raising consultants are used.

Public Opinion. The main onus is on the charities themselves to educate the public

on the whole question of fund-raising.

Code of Conduct. The Working Party consider that a Code of Conduct should be

established, setting out minimum standards and ethics related to fund—raising. This

Code of Conduct not to be legally enforceable.

Establishment of Committee. It is recommended that the National Council of Social

Service should establish a permanent Committee with a full-time secretary to devote

itself to fund-raising affairs of charities in general.

Calling of Conference. It is recommended that a conference of all those fund-raising

charities who wish to consider the report of the Working Party and the imple-

mentation of the Code of Conduct be held.

General Observations. My first observation on the presentation of the Report is one

of great disappointment. It is submitted in a dull black booklet, and gives one the

strong impression that it is a Government White Paper. Much of the vital and human

information is couched in dry, sometimes legal and extremely dull terms.

There is no effort to present this Report as an attractive appraisal of the most

inspiring efforts in our society to provide a better life for fellow creatures not so

fortunately placed.

I must hasten to add that this criticism should not be allowed to cloud the fact that

much valuable work has in fact been achieved by the Working Party.

The one striking point, to my mind, about the membership of the Working Party is

the fact that there appears to be no evidence whatsoever from the Cheshire

Foundation.

One must assume that the Working Party did not consider the work of the Cheshire

Foundation to be of sufficient importance for inclusion in their official membership list.

Alternatively, it may have been considered that the main aspects of the Cheshire

Foundation were covered by other organisations engaged in similar work who were

45

 

  



 

 

represented, such as the Muscular Dystrophy Group or organisations which touch the

fringe of the Cheshire Foundation's work.

Whatever the reasons, I do consider it a great pity that the Cheshire Foundation

was not in fact represented on this Working Party as | feel an important contribution

could have been made.

Finally, I recommend that the Cheshire Foundation should send suitable delegates to

the proposed conference, and that the Cheshire Foundation be kept fully informed

of the results of this conference, and the implementation of the recommendations as

contained in the Report.
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Reproduced from ’Radial', journal of The Radio Amateur Invalid Bedfast Club.

As a result of the success of the Memorial Fund much interest seems to have been

aroused among the Cheshire Homes in this field of radio. Many enquiries have been

made with a view to being provided with a suitable receiver, but alas, there only

remains a balance of E3 175. 1d. 80 with the Committee's backing it was decided to

launch another fund, and I took the matter up with the Secretary of the Cheshire

Foundation. Authority was gladly given to go ahead, together with an expression

of thanks for the continued interest, the Foundation Charity No. being 218186. A fund

has therefore been opened under the title ‘The Cheshire Homes Amateur Radio

Network’, banking arrangements have been made, and the same type of receiver will

be supplied with a matching speaker, and possibly a suitable antenna.

I would like to mention that this is the 21st Anniversary Year of the founding of the

Cheshire Foundation by Group Captain L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.O., D.F.C., whose

ambition it is to see all Homes linked by amateur radio. In a recent talk on BBC-TV

he did remark the great pleasure this field of radio gave the residents.

I am sure with your support we can go a long way towards achieving his ambition.

All money donated will be used to supply receivers and possibly at a later date other

equipment. There are three Homes with a licensed operator, four Homes have a

suitable receiver and a fifth will be receiving theirs in a short time. The balance, by

direction of the Committee, has been set aside to cover postal charges, since we

cannot acknowledge all donations received but in special circumstances will do so

on request. After the preliminary notices have been made there will not be much to

attend to in the way of other correspondence, and the balance should cover this.

Can I ask you to give this your support—whatever you can afford will be appreciated;

I am sure this is a very worthy cause since it will give the residents a new interest

and additional pleasure in life. Please cross all postal orders/cheques and make

payable to ‘The Cheshire Homes A.R.N.F.’ and post to me, W. M. Clarke, 66 Fillace

Park, Horrabridge, Yelverton, Devon.

On behalf of the Committee, our grateful thanks to you all.

73, Nobby, G3VUC (Secretary/Treasurer).

 

Prayer from the Heart
Every Sunday, two men come from Thorpe Arch Open Prison and help at Spofforth

Hall. The following lines were written by one of the men. The Home was much

impressed by the thoughts: 'it's so nice to know that people must get a little help

from us too.’

Let us live 0 Lord we pray,

in sweet content from day to day.

in lowly toil and simple pleasure,

May we find wealth enough to treasure.

Put hope and courage in our hearts

80 we may gladly play our parts.

Grant Love and Friends and Peace of Mind.

And gratitude for blessings kind.

And when the sun sinks in the west,

Grant Blessed Peace and Healing Rest.

Harold C. Whitehouse.
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by Jane Courtis. (Medical Social

Worker, Hammersmith

Hospital)

Having just read Stokely Carmichael's Black Power, l was struck by the similarity

between the problems discussed in it and the two main articles in your Spring,

1969, Issue: ’Comment' by Paul Hunt and ‘Rights Presuppose Duties' by Tatiana de

Kreisler. It seems to me that there is quite a lot of common ground here.

The three authors all belong to minority groups which have some characteristics that

are seen ambivalently by the rest of society. The authors would say that because

of this the members of these groups are deprived of their share of material wealth

and many opportunities to live full and satisfying lives. This may seem very far

fetched, but if one takes some of the characteristics of these two groups . . .

coloured people living in a predominantly white society, and disabled people living in

a culture aggressively orientated to health and activity . . . one can see some

similarities.

Consider some of the phrases used in ordinary conversation about coloured people.

'They don't really want a job of work . . . They are all on National Assistance . . . ’

'They aren't like us and they will never change to being like us . . . ' 'They are

all for sex, and they breed faster so they'll push us out.’ Some of these attitudes

one can see cropping up when people talk about the disabled although the phrases

used are generally more polite. The disabled need more than they can give

economically, therefore they are a drain on our resources.

'They don’t really live in the world of work.’ The idea of sexual relations between a

disabled person and an able bodied can seem distasteful and one can catch an echo

of people's attitudes to inter-racial marriage. Some of these things may sound

offensive and one does not wish to shock but these attitudes influence our

thinking consciously and unconsciously, and perhaps we ought to face them and talk

about them more than we do.

If there is a common psychological mechanism at work here influencing society's

attitude to minority groups it seems possible that the two groups are fighting a

common battle against similar kinds of pressures. If so, it seems possible that one

group could draw some conclusions from watching the campaign of the other.

In Black Power Mr. Carmichael talks about the Various stages through which the

American negro has passed. As I understand him, Mr. Carmichael feels that

integration has failed because it has asked the black man to behave like a white man.

He was asked to be sober, neat, respectable.

He had to look as if he did not want power, but would wait until it was given to him.

He had to adopt 'white' attitudes to others of his race; he was taught to straighten

his hair and whiten his skin. He had to lose his Negro attitudes, and become more

‘white' than white people.

Reading Mr. Hunt's and Mlle de Kreisler's articles one realised that something

similar is done to disabled people. Enormous pressure is put upon them to forget

their disability, to be 'independent' 'outgoing’, 'mature', and to behave generally as

normal as possible. If they do this then the rest of society will realise that

underneath disabled people are just like everybody else!

For instance, in talking about the need for a ‘rehabilitation programme' in the

Cheshire Homes, Mr. Hunt pleads that those residents who so wish should be

able to out out. But he sees the opting out as a less than best solution. Mr. Hunt's

ideal disabled person is rather like Mr. Carmichael's integrated negro. He must try his

hardest to be whatever the rest of the world wants him to be so that he will be

taken for ‘normal’.

Mr. Carmichael goes on to reject this idea for the black person, and one feels that

perhaps we ought to reconsider it for disabled people too. They will not be totally

acceptable even if they do all the things Mr. Hunt and Mlle. de Kreisler suggest.

This will not be because of their failings, but of those of the rest of society.

The sick and disabled pose problems that worry people, problems of life and death,

fear . . . mental or physical disintegration, poverty, rejection. And until the rest of

society can come nearer to facing these things for itself it will not be able to

tolerate the abnormal.

In some ways this century is a particularly difficult one for disabled people to fight
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their battles in. We opt out of thinking about death as the Victorians opted out

of thinking about sex. We spend an enormous amount on health foods, slimming aids,

cosmetics, clothes, and patent medicines. Look at any advertising hoarding and see

the cult of health and (white) beauty that we live with. How can any of us . . . white,

black, healthy or sick . . . live up to this image of ourselves?

Stokely Carmichael says that the black man cannot, and so he is going to give up

fruitlessly trying to opt in. He is going to build up a strong and powerful black

community where black people can be proud of their blackness and of their own

cultural heritage. It will provide its own way of life, and will not be just a blank

negative absence of white«midd|e-class culture.

It seems to me that perhaps disabled people need to acquire some of this

assertiveness and pride in themselves. At present they do tend to conform to

society's view of how the 'sick' should behave. and indeed it is difficult to see how

they can do anything else. One often hears of, or sees, a disabled person using up

tremendous resources of initiative and courage to gain one small measure of

independence. When one looks objectively at the results of his effort one may

realise that it has not done him or anyone else any real good. He is driven by a need

to prove himself, and as a reward he is praised in fulsome tones more suitable for a

four-year-old who has learnt to tie his shoe laces.

One often reads of disabled people being taken for trips to the seaside, to

pantomimes, outings to the park, or maybe a singsong. They are always depicted as

radiantly cheerful, brimful of independence and loving-kindness. What happens to the

disabled person who wants to spend his evenings in gloomy concentration in a

gambling hell, or racing his motor tricycle up the M1? Does he have any opportunity

to be stupid and selfish and horrible like everybody else?

The answer is usually ‘No'. Society expects certain things of him. He must be poor

but honest, he must be cheerful and independent. Above all, he must be grateful

for anything that is done for him. He must never give in to depression, or give way

to aggression. If he acts out some of his frustration he is called childish, and later on

his behaviour may be held up to prove to him that he cannot really expect to make

decisions about his way of life.

The basic problem seems to be that he is caught in a vicious circle. Society expects

certain things from this minority group, and exerts pressure to bring about the

expected response. This in turn reinforces disabled people’s view of themselves as

being different and therefore inferior. They know the role they are expected to play,

and when they give the response society expects of them this in turn reinforces

society’s view of ‘how the invalid behaves'. ’They need looking after physically'

cannot lead logically to 'they need to be told what to do like children’, but within this

vicious circle it does lead to it emotionally.

As long as the negro is ashamed of his blackness, or the disabled person of his body,

we are caught in this dilemma. There seems to be only one way out, and that is

perhaps a kind of adaptation of what is happening in America. That is, for the

person who is 'different' in whatever way to cease being ashamed of himself, and

to stop trying to overcome his handicap by being more mature, more giving, more

humble, more everything than society’s other members. It is only by accepting what

we are, and accepting others for what they are, with no holds barred on either side,

that we can hope disabled people will be able to live the kind of life to which they

are entitled.  
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CBeing

by Rosalind Chalmers

Reproduced from the ’Greenacres Chronic/e'.

At PreSent there is a Bill going through Parliament to legalise the right to die

(euthanasnai, and although it is unlikely to be passed this time, there will no doubt

be another in a year or two and that one will probably go through. For if the

Sight to be born is no longer sacrosanct, then logically the ’right' to die cannot

e either.

It is becoming clear that there must be a radical reconsideration of the whole

ethics of our civilisation, so tremendous are the possibilities open to science,

Recent books like ’The Biological Time-Bomb' tell of some of these possibilities—

some of which have become fact since the book was written. 'Spare part' surgery.

for instance. The book goes further than our rather clumsy attempts at this to the

day when we simply send for the necessary replacement to the nearest 'bank'.

Why not? Already we can store blood, eyes, semen, with success. But when

does the recipient with a number of replacements cease to be 'himself'? The

heart is no longer thought to be the site of the soul—once the bowels were so

considered—but where is it then, that essential part of man which makes him

unique? Physical attributes can change the personality: has the personality no

connection with the soul?

The line between life and death is becoming more and more blurred, as patients

are kept 'alive' for years in comas, and old men and women are dragged back from

the quiet edge of death to undergo the act of dying again and again, like a series

of grotesque encores. Others are kept alive in extreme pain or agony of mind

which even drugs can't wholly eradicate. Surely such people have the right to ask

for release, and compassion the right to give it to them?

One might think so. But when it comes to composing rules and acts of parliament

about it the terrible difficulties show themselves. What is unbearable suffering?

What is a fatal disease? one which kills in six months, a year, six years? Those

who would seem the most suitable candidates, due to lack of consciousness or

intelligence are precluded for those reasons from making the decision. It would

seem a short step from this to others, a panel of doctors, no doubt with ‘suitable

safeguards' making it for them, and then we are on a slippery slope indeed.

Paul Johnson, in a recent article in the New Statesman, foresees the day when

everyone is equipped with his own death-pill. it doesn't need much imagination to

think of what the consequences of that might be.

Such ‘final solutions' are not solutions at all. Scientists produce brilliant

'break-throughs', but analysing their significance is not in their province; politicians,

doctors, engineers apply them because man MUST progress, and progress can't

be arrested. But it can and must be in certain directions, or we shall have chaos

with us in (perhaps) our children's lifetimes. There must be pause for thought.

There are one or two hopeful starting points. One is a hospital, St. Christopher's,

which takes terminal cancer cases. There they manage to keep the patients both

conscious and free from pain, so that their lives are not only bearable but also

contented. Only when this can no longer be done does the patient lapse into

unconsciousness. This apparent miracle is achieved by a combination of drugs and

specialised nursing, and allows the patient to finish his life with dignity, not in a

flurry of fear and despair.

Surely this is the sort of research we ought to be engaged in; that which by the

careful use of drugs and (may we say) loving attention, not merely extends or

saves man's life with mindless manipulation, but positively adds to his happiness.

In a less dramatic way this is what Cheshire Homes do, by helping the disabled

live as fully and richly as their capabilities permit. In Cheshire Homes, and others

like them, life is, quite simply, worth living again, and something valuable is

being demonstrated about the human condition and about the nature of happiness.

it is necessary that our civilisation learns quickly, before it is too late.
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Poems

Lines from a Visitor

I was a visitor to a Cheshire Home,

To see a friend; I've known her many years.

We laughed and chatted for an hour or two,

She showed me things the residents can do,

And samples of her own great efforts too,

And my heart was drenched with tears.

We talked in the garden of the Cheshire Home,

Where l could walk, but she could only sit.

I knew my feelings were completely wrong,

Dumb pity did not to this place belong,

And if I sat and cried the whole day long,

It would not ease her painful limbs one bit.

What do you talk of at a Cheshire Home?

Remember things we did as girls together?

Tit-bits of gossip about our fellow-men?

Not her illness—it’s beyond my ken.

What's left that isn't selfish, then?

Can childhood friends just chat about the weather?

Something happened in that Cheshire Home.

The trappings of disease all fell away.

Inside the useless legs were dancing feet!

The twinkle in her eye was just as sweet,

Our hearts and hands in friendship still could meet—

She was the girl I'd known so long ago!

 

Cann House Come in at the gate and turn to the right,

The house is before you, plainly in sight;

But if you have time, unhurried,_you'|l stand

To drink in the view, it's certainly grand.

Trees in abundance, Cypress and Pine,

Tall Copper Beeches and Poplars so fine:

Perhaps it's in Autumn the trees look their best,

The glorious tints, greens, browns and the rest.

All bringing a glow to the heart as we gaze,

And we feel like singing a grand hymn of praise:

Even in winter it's nice to look out

To the tall evergreens which don't 'cast a clout’.

The holly tree there by the terrace so near,

With richly red berries the birds love so dear;

The grass all around is kept under control

By John with his mower (look, out, Mr. Mole !).

Now let's go inside and what do we see?

A house where the residents all seem to be

Full of self pity? or just even bored?

Far from it indeed, you'll see misery floored.

Cann House isn’t the place for grousers and groaners,

There just isn‘t room for habitual moaners;

That doesn't imply that everything's rosy,

With everyone feeling content and SO cosy;

We’re just human beings, like those in good health,

We're not without faults, if we are without wealth;

Though perhaps poor in pocket—we are not so in spirit,

And that's something that surely goes down to our credit.

Yes, inside and out Cann House wants some beating

As Cheshire Home go—(but look out for the heating);

That last bit I couldn't resist to include,

Forgive me dear Warden, it’s not meant to be rude. L.H.

 



  

 

   
curtains

Apple green curtains for the Spring-time,

Young lambs gambol across the hem,

Buttercups are in the meadows,

Aconites are in the glen.

Turquoise curtains for the Summer,

Gay yachts sail across the hem,

Golden sands and sparkling water,

Bathing tents and ice-cream men.

Warm brown curtains for the Autumn,

Squirrels frisk across the hem,

in the woods the leaves are falling,

Nature's carpet, Autumn's gem.

Cherry velvet for the Winter,

Snow-men stand across the hem,

Round the fire are merry faces,

Christmas trees and toys for them!

All these symbols mark the Seasons.

From the windows wide,

Spring and Summer, Autumn, Winter,

Follow in their stride.

DOT (of Heatherley).
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The Yorkshire School for the Blind, founded in 1833, was originally a memorial to

William Wilberforce, that great campaigner for the abolition of slavery. It provided

education, training and employment for blind people in York for more than 100 years,

and then in 1963 its workshop and facilities were transferred to the local authority.

The Committee of the Charity decided to approach the Department of Health, and

ask whether there were any essential needs of blind people not being met by other

bodies. The Department replied that they were most interested in the possibility of

starting a residential home for multiple-handicapped blind persons. No provision had

been made for such people. The home would be for about twenty. it would provide

a refuge for those who may be lonely or unhappy in their own homes, and who are so

severely handicapped that they can’t be employed in workshops for the blind. The

number of such people is limited. There may be only one or perhaps two in any local

authority area so it is not possible for local authorities to provide the special

accommodation needed. Therefore the residential home should not be for Yorkshire

alone, but for the whole of the United Kingdom.

This unique project was accepted, and the Wilberforce Home for the Multiple-

Handicapped Blind has recently been opened in York. It is designed to give the

atmosphere of a real home to the residents. There are 20 bed-sitting rooms with

modern built—in furniture, including wardrobe, chest of drawers, washbasin, and

shaving point. Adjacent to each bed is a compact wall fitting comprising inter-

communication system, call-bell, bedhead light, and radio service supplied by a

central receiver.

All fittings are specially designed and sited for the use of the handicapped blind.

Bathrooms and W.C.s have ample space for residents in wheelchairs. A special

electrically operated bidet is provided for greater independence.

There are three sitting rooms, and a separate hobbies room where residents do

occupational work. It is hoped that, with training, some residents wili achieve some

productive work at the home or elsewhere. The home has a specially built coach

adapted for taking wheelchairs.

The age range of the first residents being admitted is from 16 to 35. It is proposed

that all potential residents should be accepted first for a trial period of up to six

months.

 



 

 

Mission for the Relief of Suffering
Registered in the UK. as a Charity

Founders: Sue Ryder, O.B.E., Group Captain G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.0., D.F.C., and Rev. Mother Teresa, M.C.

President: Mrs. Lakshmi Pandit

Out of the combined work of the Sue

Ryder Foundation and the Cheshire

Foundation Homes for the Sick there has

evolved the concept of an association—

or family—of separate and autonomous

organisations, each devoted in its own

way to the relief of suffering but all

sharing the same ideals and principles.

The function of this Mission is, on the

one hand, to strengthen its member-

organisations by virtue of making them

part of some larger entity, and, on the

other hand, to extend their opportunity of

doing good by the possibility of joint and

concerted action. Application for mem-

bership from any charitable organisation

is always welcome.

As one step towards this goal, the

member Foundations have pooled some

of their resources and experience in

order to meet specific and urgent needs

not falling within their respective terms

of reference, and have set up the

following:

Raphael

P.O. Box 157, Dehra Dun. U.P., India.

Under the personal supervision of Sue

Ryder and Leonard Cheshire, and staffed

in part by volunteer nurses, physio-

therapists and others from Australia,

New Zealand and Great Britain. This

Unit, which was started in 1959, now

cares for nearly 300 persons in need,

including 130 leprosy patients, 80

severely mentally retarded children, and

64 destitute children. There is also a

40-bed hospital.

Administrator:

Raj.

Colonel Uttam Singh

Gabriel Rehabilitation Centre

(Punarvazhvo lllam), Mandappakkam

Village, St. Thomas Mount, Madras-16.

A residential Training Centre for the dis-

abled, including leprosy sufferers.

Chairman: Mr. S. Aruldoss.

Superintendent: Mr. A. F. Morris.

 

1 Sue Ryder Foundation

Registered in the UK. as a Charity

Sue Ryder Homes, Cavendish, Suffolk.

Tel: Glemsford 252.

Founder: Sue Ryder, O.B.E.

Hon. Advisers: Sir Eric Berthoud,

K.C.M.G., M.A./Mr. K. Johnstone,

C.M.G./Sir George Clutton, K.C.M.G./

Mr. J. Priest, J.P.

Hon. Medical Advisers: Dr. Grace

Griffiths, MB

Dr. W. T. Tillman, M.D., M.R.C.P.

Dr. M. Ryder, M.B.

General Treasurer: Mr. B. Morris,

F.Comm.A.

Secretaries: Miss C. Brooks/ Miss S.

Jollands/ Miss S. Curran/

Miss H. Phayre.

Completely undenominational, and rely-

ing on voluntary contributions, the

Foundation was started by Sue Ryder

to bring relief to survivors who, as a

result of Nazi persecution, particularly in

the concentration camps, are now sick,

homeless or in some kind of need. It

seeks above all to render personal ser-

vice and affection to the survivors as a

small token of remembrance, not only to

the living, but to the millions who died.

Thus, the work is a living memorial. The

Foundation is not restricted to helping

only survivors, but is devoted to the

relief of suffering on a wide scale.
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Sue Ryder Homes for Concentration

Camp Victims '

Cavendish, a permanent Home for 30

survivors.

Hickleton Hall, near Doncaster, Yorks.

(Goldthorpe 2070)

Chairman: Mr. G. Bostock.

Housemother: Miss Mollie Trim.

St. Christopher Settlement,

Grossburgwedal, Hanover.

Chairman: Frau Dr. Fltigge.

Eight homes and several flats, built

mostly by international teams of volun-

teers, for those whose health is broken,

and for others released from prison and

in need of rehabilitation and help.

St. Christopher Kreis,

Berlinerstrasse, Frankfurt a.M.

Chairman: H.R.H. Princess Margaret of

Hesse and the Rhein.

Since 1945, Sue Ryder has been person-

ally responsible for the visiting, after-

care, and rehabilitation of the homeless

boys of eight nationalities in German

prisons.

Homes for the Sick and Disabled in

Poland

In co-operation with Director J. Sieklucki,

Office for Co-operation with Foreign

Countries, Ministry of Health and Social

Welfare, ul. Miodowa 15, Warsaw.

Prefabricated Homes, each containing

between 30—58 beds, and costing £9,300

to erect and equip, are sent from England

to relieve the distress of the survivors,

their children, and the chronic sick of all

ages. Twenty-two Homes have been

established at Browina, Bydgoszcz, Gora

Kalwaria, Gydnia, Helenow, Konstancin,

Krolewska Gora, Lodz, Naleczow, Prusz-

kow, Radom, Radzymin, Zielona Gora

and Zyrardow.

Homes for the Sick and Disabled in

Yugoslavia

In conjunction with Mrs. F. Defranceski,

Secretariat of Health and Social Welfare.

Sixteen Homes have been established at

Belgrade, Bitola, Gospic, Kragujevac,

Mostar, Pristina, Risan, Slavonska

Pozega, Travnik.

Homes for the Sick and Disabled in

Greece

Chairman: Air Vice-Marshal N. Overoff.

One Home has been established near

Athens.

Homes for the Sick and Disabled in

Israel

Chairman: Dr. Kurtz.

Sue Ryder Home to be established.

 



2 The Cheshire Foundation Homes for the Sick

Registered in accordance with the Charities Act 1960

United Kingdom

7 Market Mews, London, W1Y 8HP

Telegrams, Cheshome, London, W1

Tel: 01-499 2665

Trustees: Dr. Margaret Agerholm, M,A..

B.M., B.Ch.(0xon)/Peter Allott, Esq./

Group Capt. G. L. Cheshire, V.C., D.S.0.,

D.F.C./ Mrs. Sue Ryder Cheshire, O.B.E./

Mrs. M. M. Clark, J.P./R. G. Emmett,

Esq/The Earl Ferrers/ J. R. Handscomb.

Esq./His Honour Judge Rowe Harding/

H. E. Marking, Esq., C.B.E., M.C./Miss

C. E. Morris, M.B.E./T. Peace, Esq.,

M.C./B. Richards, Esq/Peter Rowntree,

Secretary: Miss C. T. Short.

Assistant Secretary:

Hon. Medical Adviser: Dr. Basil

Patrons: Dr. G. C. Cheshire, F.B,A.,
Kiernander, M.R.C.P.

D.C.L.

The Rt. Hon. The Lord Denning, P.C.
Hon. Treasurer:

R. G. Emmett, Esq,

Chairman: The Rt. Hon. Lord Justice

Edmund Davies. Esq./W. W. Russell, Esq. (Vice-

Chairman)/The Lord Sinclair, M.V.O.
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Tel. Nos.

Office Residents

Alne Hall, Alne, York, OEG 73
Tollerton 295 ——

Ampthill Park House, Ampthill, Bedfordshire.
Ampthill 3247 — 3173

Athol House, 138 College Road, London, S.E.19
01-670 3740 — 6770

Beechwood, Bryan Road, Edgerton, Huddersfield, Yorkshire Huddersfield 29625 — 22313

*Brixham Cheshire Home, 33 Gillard Road, Brixham, Devon

Cann House, Tamerton Foliot, Plymouth, Devon
Plymouth 71742 —- 72645

Carnsalloch House, Kirkmahoe, Dumfries
Dumfries 4924 ——

Champion House, Calverley, Bradford, Yorkshire

Chiltern Cheshire Home, North Park, Gerrards Cross, Bucks.
Gerrards Cross 86170 —— 84572

Coomb, Llanstephan, Carmarthenshire
Llanstephan 292 -— 310

Cotswold Cheshire Home, Overton Road, Cheltenham, Gloucestershire GL50 1PF Cheltenham 52569 —

Danybryn, Radyr, Glamorgan, CF4 8XA
Radyr 237 — 335

Dolywern, Pontfadog, Llangollen, Denbighshire
Glynceiriog 303 —-

Eithinog, Old Highway, Colwyn Bay, Denbighshire
Colwyn Bay 2404 —

Greathouse, Kington Langley, Chippenham, Wiltshire
Kington Langley 235 — 327

Greenacres, 39 Vesey Road, Sutton Coldfield, Warwickshire
Sutton 7753 —— 7960

Greenhill House, Timsbury, Bath, Somerset
Timsbury 533 —

The Grove, East Carleton, Norwich, Norfolk, NOR 94W
Mulbarton 279 —

Heatherley, Effingham Lane, Copthorne, Crawley, Sussex
Copthorne 2232/3 — 2735

Hertfordshire Cheshire Home, St. John's Road, Hitchin

The Hill, Sandbach, Cheshire
Sandbach 2566 — 2508

Holme Lodge, Julian Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, N62 5AQ
Nottingham 89002 —

Honresfeld, Blackstone Edge Road, Littleborough, Lancashire
Littleborough 78627 — 78065

Hovenden House, Fleet, Spalding, Lincolnshire
Holbeach 3037 —

Kenmore, 100 Whitcliffe Road, Cleckheaton, Yorkshire
Cleckheaton 2904 — 2724

Lake District Cheshire Home, Holehird, Windermere, Westmorland
Windermere 2500 —- 387

Le Court, Liss, Hampshire
Blackmoor 364 — 229

Llanhennock Cheshire Home, Llanhennock, Caerleon, Monmouth, NP6 1LT Caerleon 545 — 676

Marske Hall, Tees-side Cheshire Home, Marskle-by-the-Sea, Redcar, Yorkshire Redcar 2672 —
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Office Residents

Matfen Hall, Northumberland Cheshire Home, Matfen, Northumberland Stamfordham 212 — 383

Mayfield House, 107 East Trinity Road, Edinburgh, EH5 3PT
Granton 2037 — 4157

Mickley Hall, Mickley Lane, Totley, Sheffield, Yorkshire, S17 4HE Sheffield 367936 —

Mote House, Mote Park, Maidstone, Kent
Maidstone 37911 — 38417

North Lancashire Leonard Cheshire Home, Oaklands, Dimples Lane, Garstang, Lancs. Garstang 2290 —

Oxfordshire Cheshire Home, Greenhill House, Twyford, Banbury, Oxon. Adderbury 679 —

St. Anthony’s, West Midland Cheshire Home, Stourbridge Road, Wolverhampton, Staffs. Wombourn 3056 — 2060

St. Bridget's, The Street, East Preston, Littlehampton, Sussex
Rustington 3988 — 70755

St. Cecilia's, Sundridge Avenue, Bromley, Kent, BR1 2P2
01-460 8377 — 7179

St. Michaels, Axbridge, Somerset
Axbridge 358 —

St. Teresa's, Long Rock, Penzance, Cornwall
Marazion 336 — 365

Seven Rivers, Great Bromley, Colchester, Essex
Ardleigh 345 — 463

Seven Springs, Pembury Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent
Tunbridge Wells 31138 —

South-West Lancashire Cheshire Home, Springwood House, Springwood Ave., Liverpool 25 Garston 7345 — 5400

Spofforth Hall, Harrogate, Yorkshire
Spofforth 284 —— 287

Staunton Harold, Ashby-de-la-Zouch, Leicestershire, LE6 5RT
Melbourne 2571 — 2387

Stonecroft House, Barnetby, Lincolnshire
Kirmington 244 —

West Surrey Home, Clock Barn Lane, Hydon Heath, Godalming, Surrey Hascombe 383 —

White Windows, Sowerby Bridge, Yorkshire
Halifax 31981 — 32173

Mental Rehabilitation Hostels

Miraflores, 154 Worple Road, Wimbledon, S.W.20
01-946 5058 —

Gaywood, 30 The Down, Wimbledon, S.W.20
01-946 9493 —

Nicholas House, 3 Old Nichol Street, Bethnal Green, London, E2
01-739 5156 — 9298

Homes for Mentally Handicapped Children

Hawthorn Lodge, Hawthorn Road, Dorchester, Dorset
Dorchester 1403 —

The Green, Christleton, near Chester
Chester 35503 —

Overseas Homes

Secretary: Mrs. B, Bell, 5 Market Mews, London, W1Y 8HP Tel: 01-499 2267

CANADA Saskatoon Steering Committee: Dr. John Owen.

CEYLON Chairman: Sir Richard Aluwihare, K.C.M.G., C.B.E.

Cheshire Home, Mt. Lavinia.

Cheshire Home, Wester Seaton Farm, Negombo.

CHILE Chairman: Mr. Revel Dick

Fundacion Hogares Cheshire De La Esperanza, Casilla 3337, Santiago.

EIRE Chairman: The Hon. Conor A. Maguire.

Ardeen, Shillelagh, Co. Wicklow. Tel: Shillelagh 8

Barrett Cheshire Home, 21 Herbert Street, Dublin. Tel: Dublin 62883

Rathfredagh House, Newcastle West, Co. Limerick.

St. Laurence Cheshire Home, Nr. Dunkettle, Cork.

St. Patrick’s Cheshire Home, Tullow, Co. Carlow.

ETHIOPIA Chairman: Ato Desta Girma.

Cheshire Home, P.O.B. 3427, Addis Ababa.

CM

HOLY LAND Chairman: Mr. Judeh S. Araj.

Cheshire Home, Babiskak Street, P.O. Box 100, Bethlehem. Administrator: Mrs. R. Wikner
C
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Overseas Homes (continued)

 

HONG KONG Chairman: Mr. K. 8. Lo.

 

Cheshire Home, Chung Hom Kok, Nr. Stanley.

 

INDIA Chairman: Major-General Virendra Singh Managing Trustee: J. A. K. Martyn, O.B.E.

 

office: 534 Raja Basantaroy Road, Calcutta, 29.

 

Cheshire Home, Rustam Bagh Estate, H.A.l.. Main Road, Domlur, Bangalore, 17.
 

Cheshire Home, opp. Buddhev Colony, Kareli Baug, Baroda.

 

Bethlehem House, Cheshire Home, Andheri, Bombay, 69.

 

Cheshire Home, Burnpur. (LL-Col. Kak, 3 The Ridge, Burnpur).
 

Shanti Rani House, 13 Upper Strand Road, Serampore (nr. Calcutta), W. Bengal.

 

Cheshire Home, Coimbatore. (Major R. S. Roa, Shrr Rama Krishna Nursing Home, R. S. Puram, Cormbatore).

 

Govind Bhawan, 16 Pritam Road, Dehra Dun, U.P.

 

Banarsidas Chandiwala Swasthya Sadan, Kalkaji, New Delhi.

 

Rustomji P. Patel Cheshire Home, Sundernager, Jamshedpur, nr. Tatanager, Bihar.

 

Vishranthi lllam, Katpadi Township (North Arcot), Madras State.

 

Anbu Nilayam, Covelong, Chingleput Dt., Madras.

 

Cheshire Home, Kankanady, Mangalore, 1.

 

*Cheshire Home, Meathmarg, Ranchi (LL-Col. Kak, 3 The Ridge, Burnpur.)

 

Cheshire Home, Bishop's Compound, Poona, 1.

 

KENYA Chairman: Air-Marshal Sir Francis Fressanges, K.B.E., CB.

 

Likoni Cheshire Home, PO. Box 6038, Mombasa.

 

Amani-Cheshire Home, P.O. Box 8552, Lenana Road, Kilimani, Nairobi.

 

MALAYSIA and SINGAPORE Chairman: The Hon. Mr, Justice Tan Ah Tah.

Registered Office. 108 Chulia Street, Singapore 1.

 

Johore Cheshire Home, Jalan Larkin, Johore Bahru.

 

Sarawak Cheshire Home, PO. Box 1267, Ridgeway Road, Kuching, Sarawak.

 

Rumah ’Amal Cheshire, 7% Mile lpoh Road, Batu Caves, Kuala Lumpur, Selangor.

 

Cheshire Home, 90 Nicholl Drive, Telok Paku, Singapore, 17.

 

MAURITIUS Chairman: Mr. L. Epsitalier Noel.

 

Tamarin, Cheshire Home, Floreal.

 

MOROCCO Patron: H. E. The Princess Lalla Fatima Chairman: Mme. J. M. Cherifa d'Ouezzane.

 

Foyer Koutoubia, Parvis de la Koutoubia, Marrakesh.

 

Dar el Hanaa, 3 Place des Aloes, Marshan, Tangier. O

 

NIGERIA Chairman: Federal Chief Justice Sir Adetokunbo Ademola.

 

Cheshire Home, Enugu.

 

Oluyole Cheshire Home, PO. Box 1425, lbadan.

 

91 Agega Motor Road, Mushin, Lagos.

 

Obiomo Cheshire Home, 6 Onwenu Street, Port Harcourt. (Destroyed in bombing) O
O
D
O

 

PAPUA & NEW GUINEA Chairman: P. Chatterton, Esq.

 

Cheshire Home, PO. Box 1306, Boroko, via Port Moresby. CM

 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS
 

The Philippine Cheshire Home, lnc., 84 Congressional Road, Project 8, Quezon City.

 

PORTUGAL Chairman: Sr. Joao Guades de Sousa.

 

Lares Cheshire em Portugal, Patio de Lencastre No. 4, Lisbon, 4.

 

SIERRA LEONE Chairman: The Hon. Banja Tejan Sie.

 

Sir Milton Cheshire Home, PO. Box 128. Bo.

 

Cheshire Home, PO. Box 916, Freetown.

 

 



 

 

SOUTH AFRICA

Queensburgh Cheshire Home, 890 Main Road, Moseley, Natal.

Fairhaven Cheshire Home, 1 Baden Powell Drive, Muizenberg, Cape Province, South Africa.

‘Cheshire Home, P.O. Box 3088, Port Elizabeth, Eastern Province.

SPAIN Chairman: Dr. M. Supervia Ramiz.

Hogar de la Amistad, Las Planas, Barcelona, Spain.

THAILAND Chairman: Mrs. Alma Link.

Cheshire Home, c/o 25 Chitlom Lane, Bangkok.

 

 

 

UGANDA

*Cheshire Home, Naguru, Kampala, Buganda. Chairman: Dr. Kanyerezi. c

*Nadiope Cheshire Home, Mbirizi, Busoga Province (W. V. Chadwick, Esq., PO. Box 408, Jinja).

C
 

*Cheshire Home, Tororo. (Alan Walker, Esq., P.O. Box 223, Tororo.)

 

WEST INDIES

*Cheshire Home, Jamaica. (Felix Fox, 0.B.E., P.O. Box 271, Kingston.)

Cheshire Home, St. Andrews Gardens, San Fernando, Trinidad and Tobago.

* Homes in preparation.

C For crippled children.

Overseas Homes are generally known by the names shown in bold letters.

3 Missionaries of Charity

Mother Teresa was born in Albania in

1910. In 1928 she came to Calcutta to

join the Loretto teaching order. Here she

remained for 20 years until the call came

to devote her life to the poor and

destitute. So with the permission of the

Church she founded a new congregation,

the Missionaries of Charity, dedicated to

the service of the poorest and most

abandoned. Today her Order, which

numbers 470 Sisters and 90 Brothers,

runs 24 Homes in India, mostly for the

Small Advertisements

Has anyone in the Homes something to

sell? Or have you any needs you wish

to make known? Why not use this

section?

Note to Advertisers. All enquiries,

and matters regarding advertising in

Cheshire Smile to be sent to : The

Secretary, Cheshire Smile, Le Court,

Liss, Hants.

An Ideal Gift

Do you know you can make a gift of a

year’s subscription to the CHESHIRE

SMILE to your friends or relations?

An attractive greetings card will be sent

to anyone you like to name with the next

issue of the magazine. It will convey your

good wishes and explain that a year’s

sub. comes from you as a gift. Post us

a remittance for 7s. 6d. (£1 15. 0d. for

a three-year sub.), and we will do the

rest.

Hand made goods of various kinds are

available, or can be ordered, at most of

the Homes. Why not visit your nearest

Home, and see if there is anything you

would like?

CM For mental-retarded children. L For burnt-out leprosy cases suffering from consequent disabilities.

dying, many schools, and has now

spread to Ceylon, Tanzania, Italy,

Australia and Venezuela.

Enquiries to Mother Teresa Committee

(U.K.), c/o 2 Silvermere, Byfleet Road,

Cobham, Surrey.

The Cheshire Homes need volunteers for

organising fund—raising events, for under-

taking transport runs, for working in the

Homes in their spare time—anyone who

feels drawn to this kind of work.

Do you collect Green Shield Stamps?

If not, the following Homes could make

good use of them—Heatherley, Le Court,

and Athol House.

Spare parts for electric indoor wheel—

chairs wanted by London Cheshire

Home (Athol House), and Le Court.

 

Subscription Form

Annual Rate—7s. 6d. (post free)

If you would like to receive the ‘Cheshire

Smile‘ regularly. please fill in your name and

address below and post this form, with a

remittance for 7s. 6d. to the Treasurer, The

‘Chesire Smile‘. Le Court, Liss, Hants.

(ME—Receipts are sent only on request.)

Mr./Mrs./Miss

 

 

(block capitals)

 

 

 

NEW SUBSCRIBER Strike. out

, what Is not

SUB. RENEWED applicable

I wish to commence a one/three year sub- ‘

scription with the issue r

 

All cheques, P.0.s, etc, to be made payable

to 'Cheshire Smile' 15/4

 

It may be easier for many people to take out a three-year subscription for 215. (post free). Others may find it more convenient

to make out a Banker's Order for the remittance to be sent regularly to our bank (Barclays, Petersfield, Hants.) every year

without any bother to themselves.
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Sweating it Out

Reproduced from the Cheshire Foundation Newsletter.

A team of nine boys from Gordonstoun School ran in relays the 293 miles from York

to Westminster in blazing high summer for the benefit of Cheshire Homes and the

Cheshire Foundation. They started on 19th July and finished on 29th July, running

an average of 37 miles a day (excluding the two Sundays).

The boys had two vans. One went ahead of the runners to the next centre of

population and the lads in it collected money from passers-by until the runners

arrived. The other van stayed with the runners—two boys actually running and

a spare pair in the van to change over after an agreed distance of time. The money

collected Was given to the Home in Whose area it was collected, until the final

stage when it was given to the Foundation.

The route was from York to Spofforth, through Huddersfield, Sheffield and then

on to Nottingham. From Nottingham to Ashby-de-Ia-Zouch, to Kettering and the

next stage to Ampthill; on to Gerrards Cross and finally to Westminster where they

were met by the Lord Mayor of Westminster and Group Captain Cheshire (see

below)

The collection for the whole run was around £1,200—a grand total for a noble effort. Photo : Keystone Press

 

 

 


